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Hoadofed Sirs, 5 


Pon your Call to this double $ ervice 
of Preaching and Printing; had 1 
. conſulted only Fleſh, and Blood, the 
| 0 * Senſe of m 475 unfuneſs, had made 
\ | + me Excuſe, not to 2 Refuſe it : But conſult- 


ing with 4 betrer Oracle, 1 mas. brought to yield; 
as being jealqus leaſt. in la 8 I Maud 


rele the Call of God. 
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0 The : Preface. 


=_— Your kind owning ſo mean a Diſcourſe, de- 
=_ noteth great humility in yon; not any Excellen- 
| 7 9 
in. The Deſign propoſed by it, is (as the 
=_ Author would approve himſelf” to be) Honeſt and 
Good, to promote that glorious Work of Refor- 
mation ſo happily begun by you. The Subject, f . 
Choſen for it, is proper and Seaſonable, viz. To 
be of Good Courage in the doing of it. The 
| Advice given you in it, is religious and reaſon- 
_ alle, as bearing the Imprimatur f Scripture : 
| : The Style and Dreſs of it, is poor and plain, 
as ſuiting beſt with my Talent and Temper : And 
its deſired Succeſs depends upon the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing; which may comfortably be hsped for, in the 
faithful diſcharge of your Duty, - 


=—_— 7; Gentlemen; i 4&5 1 
= As you bear the Inſcription and Character of » || + 


Societies for, Reformation of Manners, I look 


2 

- : 

* 
A 


=_ non yon as Truſtees for the Honour of God, and 

] the Publick Good; ſuch as have the Eyes of men 

| both Good and Bad, and the Vows of God both 
Perſonal and Social upon you. How. great an 

| Eſſential then, is Good Courage to the right 

L diſcharge of ſo Great a Truſt ? The Jews have 

24 Saying, That a man ſhould ſet his Face as 

a Flint, and his Countenance as a Leopard, 

ſtout and ſtern, in doing the Will of God: 

The ſame may I ſay concerning | you, with better 

reaſon, both as you are the Devoted Servants of 

the Living God, and the ſworn Soldiers of dy- 


, 


8 e | 
ing Jeſus: © what 4 Mighty Spirit of Reſolu- 
tion ſhould be found in you, to advance this Work 
of Reformation undertaken by yon? Methinks your 
Spirits ſhould be raiſed to the ' higheſt pitch of 
Zeal and Activity; like that Brave Fabri- 
tius, of whom it was ſaid, ** That one might 
x. © a5 well offer to ſtop the Sun in its Courſe, 
. him in the Courſe of Juſtice”. So ſhould 
you be in Executing Juſtice againſt thoſe Cry- 
ang Sins, and Daring Sinners, that make a- Mock 
of Sin, and bid Defiance to the God that made 
them: You ſhould be herein as unmoveable as Rocks, 
and as inflexible as Oaks, "<LI" «Ws 
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What our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour ſaith of 

the Kingdom of Heaven, Matth. 11. 12. That * 

from the days of John the Baptiſt, ic ſuffer- 
eth Violence, even untill now, and the vio- 
. | + lent take it by force; may fitly be ſaid of Re- 
forming Work, with little alteration, Sc. That 
from the days of its firſk Commencement, it hath 
ſuffered Violence even untill now, and unto the 
time of its laſt Accompliſument, the Valiant, tbe 
Violent Reformer must take it by Force. An 
| honourable and gloricus Prize indeed it is; but 
ruſe be atchieved by an Heroical and generous 

Enterprixe. | Ws 
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Many and great have been the Obſtinate and 
Malicious attempts of the Devil and his Agents, 
againſt both. your Perſons and Work; but God 
. hath given them 4 miſcarrying Numb. What 
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The Preface. 


againſt another: But the Lord hath rebuked 


him, and been a Refuge to you. How parallel 
is that of the Pſalmiſt to your Caſe? Pſal. 118, 


13. The Enemy hath thruſt ſore at me, that 


I might fall; but the Lord hath helped me. 
Through what potent Difficulties, and in what 
Colds and Heats your Hands have cleaved to 
the Plough, is not unknown to your Friends 
But this may ſerve 44 a never-failing Encou- 
ragement, that God Omnipotent hath ſtill appear- 
ed for you, and carryed you on; and I beſeceh 
yon to mark the Apoſtles Inference, in that 


2 Cor. 1. 10. Who hath delivered, and doth 


deliver, in whom we truſt that he will yet 
deliver. As the Gates of Hell, i. e. all the 
Dnited Powers and Policies of Men and De- 
vils, could not ſtrangle Reformation Work in its 
Cradle at firſt, nor Cruſh and kill it in its 
hbopefull Growth hitherto ;, ſo may you on Kal. 


Ground truſt for the the future they never ſhall : 


Only, Be ſtrong, and of Good Courage, and 


then, -methinks, Heaven ſeems big with Bleſſings 
ready to be ſhowr'd down upon us; and Pro- 


vidence 


cChyriſt once ſaid to Peter, Luk. 22. 3r, 32. 
Behold Satan hath deſired to have yon, that 
he may ſift you as Wheat: but I have pray- 
ed for thee, that thy Faith fail not: May 
. alſo be applyed to yon; Satan hates yon, and 
therefore Deſires to have yon; that he might 
dram you to Sin, and ſo ſet God againſt you; 
and that he might draw off your Love, and ſo 
divide you among your ſelves, and ſet you one 
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The Preface.” 

didence ſpeaks a near approach of God in Mer> 
cy to ws. All Bleſſings concenter in Immanuel, 
;, e. God with us. Some of u can Remem- 


ber what a Dark Cloud impended over this 72 


ful Land; and what melancholly thoughts poſe" 
ſeſſed ſome of aur State and Church Phyſtcians, 
viz. That God was departing, and removing his 
Candleſtick, and England drawing her laſt breath, 
and emitting her dying Greans, that her I ound 


was incurable z, becauſe ſhe declar'd her Sin. as 


Sodom, and the Ephah of ner wickedneſs: 
was full, and the Talent of Lead was laid 
upon the mouth thereof, Zech. 5. 6, 7, 8. 


But ( Bleſſed be God) whoſe Wayes and Thoughts 


are not like ours: He Remembrea Mercy in the 
midſt of Judgment, and hath ſcattered that dark 
Cloud, and ſaved us with a Notwithſtand- 
ing to our Rebelling againſt him, as Iſrael 
at the Red Sea: And hath made you (Gen- 
tlemen ) to be a willing People in the day of 
his Power; to Engage in a Work wherein he 
hath Engaged to be with you, and wherem it is 
your Glory as well as your Duty to be Con- 
ſt ant and Conragious: 


To conclude, Let nothing take you off your 
Work, till he who hath called you to it, ſhall 


call you off by Death from it. Arm your 


ſelves with this Reſolution , in the Strenoth © 


of Chriſt , to endure Hardneſs, to deſpiſe Oblo- 
quies, to glory in Reproaches for C briſt, to be 
ambitions for nothing ſo much as to Pleaſe your 


God, 
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„ Preface. „ 
God, and ſecure his Favour in the doing your . | E 
Duty; - ſteadfaſtly belicving nothing can undo 
you but Diſobedience to God: And when you 
have done all, ſee your Need of the Blood 


of Sprinkling, and God's Pardoning Mercy. 
That you may do worthily in our Epbratah, , 
and 4 Famous in our Bethlehem, and Crow 
our Hopes in Compleating the Work; and your 
ſelves being Faithful unto Death, may receive 
à Crown of Life, ſhall be the Conſtant Pray- 
j% e 
| Your Willing, and 


Faithfull Servant, 


* Samuel Pomfret. 
hy; n „ » | 
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"EZ R A xX. iv. : 
Ari iſe, for this matter belongeth unto thet 3 


we alſo will be with thee : be 9 good 


| Conrage and do it. 


| © let RO in to ſee the e Scitablench of 
my Text, to the Occaſion of this our 
prefent Meeting; it will be needful 
t give you a brief Account of thoſe Times, 
and the Oecurremres thereof, vylſieh were the 


bahn, of Manxers. 


| 5 Occa- 
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{ | ES 2 2 A Sermon for 


Occaſion of theſe words. Take ig as follow- / 


Fer. 29. 10. The Lord had given out a gra- 
cious Promiſe to the people of the Jews, (a Peo- 
f j;lüe called by his Name) that when Seventy years 
|| were accompliſhed at Babylon, he would viſit 
them, and perform his Good word towards 
them, in cauſing them to return to Feraſalem. 
Accordingly (for God is exact to his time) when 
Seventy years weke expired, after a ſore and 
tedious Oppreſſion, both in their Religion, and 
Civil Liberties; the Lord ſtirreth up the Spirit 
of.Cyrus, in the firſt year of his Reign, to grant 
free Liberty to all the People of the Jews, to go 
up to Jeruſalem, to reedifie the Temple, and 
to reſtore the Worſhip of God. Whereupon 
the Tribesof Fudah, and Benjamin, they. fet out 


1 flrſt and ſecond Chapters of this Book. The third 


foundation of the Temple, whereat the Old 
men mourn'd, and the Young rejoyc'd. The 
fourth Chapt. gives an account, what Oppoſiti- 


by how the work ceaſed till the ſecond year 
of Darius. The fifth Chapter gives an account, 


and Zachariah to propheſie to the Jews, to re- 
turn to the work of Building again, with Pro- 
miſes of his Preſence and Aſſiſtance. The xth 
Chapter gives an account of Darius his favou- 
rable Decree, for Encouragement of the 3 
. | Ks "on 


and go up to Feruſalem: This is the ſumm of the 


on they met with in their building, and there- 


"ag 1 
8 

; 

4 


Chapter gives an account of their laying the | 


how the Lord ſtirr'd up the Prophets, Hag gai 


Reformation of Manner s. 
and how the Fews proſpered therein: But all 
this while, they were unreformed in their Man- 
ners. Wherefore ia the ſeventh Chapter the 
Lord ſtirreth up the ſpirit of Ezra, a ready 
1 Scribe in the Law of Moſes, to go to Jeruſalem, 
II and ſet upon the work of Reformation; and in 

3 order to it he prepareth his Heart to ſeek the 
Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in 
Iſrael Statutes, and Judgments, verſ. 10. and 
having obtained the Royal Aſſent of the Kigg 
to the work, ver/. 23. he Bleſſeth the Lord his 
God, that had put fuch a thing as this in the 
Eings heart, ver. 274 In the eighth Chapt. he 
keeps a Faſt at Avava, aid from thence he 
comes to Feruſalem; and underſtanding How 
Sin like a Plagne-ſore, | had 'overſpread” Ju- 
aah, and Jeruſalem, their Princes, Prieſts; 
and People, all corrupted; the Good Man (out 
of the truth and ſtrength of Zeal for God, his 
deep hatred of Sin, and his dear and tender re- 
gard to the Souls of the People) he becomes a 
Spectacle, and Mirrour of Grief and Sorrow) 
and as one amazed, and overwhelm'd, he falls 
down before the Lord in the Court of the Tem- 
ple, lamenting and confeſſing the aggravated 
treſpaſſes of the People. The ninth Chapter 
from the 34. verſ. runneth out in brokennefs, 
tears, ſtrong cries and groans, inſomuch as the 
City is Alarm'd; and you read in 10h. Chap. 
firſt ver. A very great Congregatio of Men, 
Women, and Children, aſſembled unto him, 
and wept with him. Note hence, how power- 
tulag Influence, one lively, zealous Servant of 
TT "PS | Gods, 
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4 A Sermon fot 


God, hath upon a Multitude. In this fad, and 


ſorrowful poſture of affairs; the Lord inſpi- 
reth Shecaniah (a man of Good Courage, and 


Conſcience) to animate, and encourage our 


weeping Ezra, that lay proſtrate in Great hea- 
vineſs for the Sins of Iſrael. Verſ. 24. he ſaith 


Ve have treſpaſſed againſt our God, &c. yet now {| 


there is hope in Iſrael concerning this thing. And 


Verſ. 3d. Let us make a Covenant with our God, 1 
that we will put away our ſins, and Reform our 5 


Manners. Whexefore, Ariſe Ezra, (as in the 
Text ) g. d. This Great and Good Work of 


Reformation cannot be done while thou lieſt 
on the ground. Thus you ſee the Suitableneſs 


of the words of my Text, to the work of this 
day: and I think (I may fay ) that if there be 
any Hiſtory in the whole Book of God, that 


may parallel our times, ſure it is this j for you 


will find, as Face anſwereth unto Face, ſo VJra- 
el of old to England now. | 


(1.) Were they. a People called by God's 


Name? So are ve. - 
( 2.) Had they for their Sins been in Bon- 
dage ?. So have we. They under Literal,and we 


under Myſtical Babylon, Have you forgot it? 


- (35) Did the Lord pity them, and raiſe up 
Inſtruments to deliyer and ſave them? So he 
hath us; they by the hand of a Heathen, we by 
the hand of a Chriſtian Princg. 1, _ 

( 4.) Did Iſrael reform after they were de- 
livered? Sor Ezr. 9. 1. Saved out of Babylon, 
yet doing after the Abominations of thc Hea- 
thens, when in Feruſalem. Are we reformed 


that 
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Reformation of Manners. 5 
that have been a People ſaved by the Lord ? 
How comes then an Appointment for the work 

of this day? what do we here? . 
(5.) What will an offended God do with an 
vareformed Iſrael? will he return them back 
into Bondage in Babylon again? Surely he might 
have juſtified himſelf to the whole World, if 
1 he had done ſo: but behold, and wonder at 
the riches of his Goodnefs, with a Non-obſt ante 
to all their Provocations, and unworthineſs; 
he is pleaſed to raiſe up, and employ many 
bleſſed and Glorious Inſtruments, for the Re- 
forming them, in order to the making thema 
ftouriſning, and happy People. The firſt was 
Zerubbabel, the ſecond was Ezra, the third was 
Nehemiah: And hath not our gracious God raiſed 
up, and Employed many bleſſed Inſtruments (aut 
of the thouſands of this City) whoſe Spirits the 
Lord hath ſtirred up, to offer themſelves wil- 
lingly,. to advance this bleſſed Work of Re- 
forming us, in order to the ſettling us an happy 
and flonriſhing People. So that you ſee the 
Text is Parallel to our times; and I hearcily:; 
wiſh, That the Trumpet blown, oa this Occa- 
ſion here, or elſe where, may never leave you 
at a loſs, hy giving an Uncertain ſound. + 
For the Diviſion of the Words, you may ob- 
_ ſerve in them theſe four general parte. 

= (1.) A proper Excitation: Ariſe, © 

2.) A perſonal Application: This matter 

= belongeth unto thee. | | Tn 

- (3-) A publick Reſolution: Me a!ſo mill be 


wichthoe, ITT, 
e B 3 WA 


Fg 


6 Sermon for 

(4.) A practical Exhortation : Be ef good 
Courage, and do it. . 
© Briefly to give you the Summ, and ſenſe of 
the Words: 5 | 

Ariſe; ] A very proper Phraſe for the ex» 
citing this Good Man, that lay, not Jonah- like, 

i in a deep Sleep in thes ſides of the Ship; no, 
but Joſhua- like in a deep ſorrow for the fins of 
= the People: and it is of the ſame Import, as 
that Call of God to him, Joſh, 7. 10. Get up, 

wherefore lieſt thou on the ground? Iſrael hath 

ſinned ;, up to the Reforming and amending 
them, and ſo to the averting my Wrath. Ariſe 

Ezra, here is a Great Work to be done, it's 
not now a time to lie down diſcouraged ;. up, 

there is hope in Iſrael concerning this thing. 


* 


This matter belongeth unto thee. J q. d. Thou 
art qualiſied both with excellent Skill and 
Knowledge in the Law of God, and thou art 
a Religious, a Reformed man thy ſelf, refin'd 
and drain'd from the Pollutions of 1ſrael, and 
thou art rais'd up of God, and haſt prepared 
thy Heart to the Work in ſeeking the Lord, 
and thou art come to the City with authority 
both from God, and the King of Perſia; this 
is thy Errand and deſign to Reform all Diſor- 
ders aud Corruption among the People; and 
thetefore up, for this matter belongeth unta . 
thee in ſpecial. . | 
We alſo will be with thee. ] This is added both 
by way of Encouragement, and Engagement; 
q. d. It's true, the work of Reforming ſo cor- 
rupt a Body, is a great and arduous work, at. 
SS tended 


# 


RRR re " 
de I ko, 427 VP rn * * Py — 
* 5 9 n 9 » 8 28 5 
l 9 A EF 4 7 9 
* * "% 25 


. 


Reformation of Manners. _. „ 
tended with ſo many, and ſuch mighty difficul- 
Ties,as would become inſuperable, and ſurmount 
the abilities, and ſink the ſpirit of any ſingle 
Man alone; but behold, here a very great Con- 
gregation, and Bleſſed be God, who hath touch- 
ed the Hearts of many, both high and low, to 
come here, and joyn with thee in this work: 
This carries a Mighty Energy, and Encou- 
ragement in it, we alſo will be with thee to 
aid and aſſiſt. | 7 
Bie of good Courage, and do it. I i. e. Wax 
ſtrong and valiant, ſummon up all the Pow- 
ers of thy Soul, ſhew thy ſelf a,man of Mectle 
for God, a well-reſolv'd Man againſt all diffi- 
culties; up and bedoing, there muſt not only 
be an ardent affection to, but an active Hand 
ia it: Affection without action is like Rachel, 
beautiful but barren. RK Io 
»& The words thus divided, and opened, afford 
us theſe Four doctrinal Propoſitions, as 
fully ſuited to, and freely flowing from 
them without ſtraining : And that's the 
- beſt Honey that runs from the Comb with- 
out preſſing. | 5 


1. That good men may ſtand is need of a Word 


ny 


2. That it greatly tends to extite, and quicken 
Good men to Reforming Work, to Know aſſuredly 
thet this Matter belongeth unto . 

3. That all good Men ſhould ſhew themſelves 
ready to encourage thoſe who are ingaged in Reform- 
ing Work, by concurring and joyning with them. 
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4. That all thoſe who are ingaged in this Good 
Wok, ſhould be Men of Good C ourages in the 


| _ doing oi it. Or That Good Courage is a neceſſary 
7 NET, to the Work of Reformarion. 


Thus (my Beloved) you ſee in theſe Excel- | 


lent Truths, both how congruous, and copi- 


.. ous my Text is to the Service of this day. 


But inaſmuch, as it caonot he expected, that 
within the narrow limits of a ſingle Sermon, 
I ſhould be able to manage them all; I ſhall 


therefore do, as you uſe to do, when you go to a 


Shop richly furniſhed with choice Wares, you 
do not take all, but ſuch as is moſt fit for your 
uſe : And that Truth I ſhall fingle ont, which 


J conceive beſt ſuits our preſent * is the 
fourth and laſt — . 


That all thoſe who are Engaged in thi Good 
Work of Reformation, ſhould be Men of 
Good Courage in the doing of it, : 


In the Proſecution of this Truth, the Rules 


of Method will oblige me to three things: 


1. To explain ſo much of it as is needfull. 
2, To offer ſomething by way of Proof, and 


to give you the Reaſons of it. 


3. To make ſome practical Improvement of 


the whole. 
1. To Explain ſo much as may be needfull, 
and that I rake to be the Qualification of Re- 
- formers, here expreſs d, viz, Good Courage. 
A Linas Underſaading of which. is of grear 
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Reformation of Manners. 9 
moment in the point before us; for as all is not 
Gold that gliſters, ſo all is not good Courage 
_ rhat bluſters: Its not a ſtern Countenance, nor 
a Stentorjan Voice, that ſnews it; no, nor that 
which is a meer natural Courage, ſo much cried 
up, and renowned among men - For that only 
depends on the height and Greatneſs of the na- 
tural Spirits and Blood, ſeated in the heart; 
Hence fome think, the Word Courage is de- 
rived from Cordis Actio, but this is common to 
men both good and bad, and is alſo found 
among Bruits, as Lyons and Dogs: And where 
it is found in man, if unſanctified, it's but like 
that Wiſdom St. James ſpeaks of, Chap. 3. 15. 
That is Not from above, its Earthly,Senſuat, and 
'Deviliſh;, and if a Temptation take it, it boyls 
up and breaks out into bloody rage, and re- 
venge. But by Courage here is meant a Theo- 
logical, and Divine Courage; and therefore 
you have the Attribute Good joynꝰ d with it, I 
ſhall ſhew it you in its Nature, Oppoſites and 
Concommitaats, and its Properties: - In its Na- 
ture, ĩt is no other than a principle of holy ar- 
dour and zeal planted in the heart of a good 
man, moving im to undertake the moſt diffi- 
cult Services for the Honour of God, and the 
publick Good. So that you ſee hereunto is. re- 
quired, That the man be a good man, e reever 
he can be of good Courage: Our Bleſſed Savi- 
our is very Expreſs in this Caſe, Matth. J. 18. 
The Tree muſt be good, ere the Fruit be good. 
If you ask me what I mean by good man? The 
Anſwer is eaſie and ready, viz, A man * 
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fed, and Renewed by Grace; one in whoſe 
Soul there is laid the Ground Work of Regene- 
ration: So that this good Courage beareth date 
only from the Time of the Second birth. The 
Root and Riſe of it, is the Grace of God 
wrought in the Heart; the Rule and Guide of 


\ 


It, is the Will of God Revealed in his Word; 


the Aim and End of it is the Honour and Glory 
of God in all its Actings: So that from theſe 
Premiſes, you may Conclude, that there is no 
good Courage found dwelligg in the Heart of a 
natural unregenerate Man; for the Carnal mind 
is Enmity againfF God, and Goodneſs: There 
is a Quarrel in our very Natures againſt God 

and his Holy Law, which nothing can Heal 
but renewing Grace. The beſt of a natural 
mans Courage, is but like Feh#, Hy pocritical 
in all its Operations, and Ends; 2 Kings 10. 


16. Come ſee my Zeal for the Lord, it was hut to 


be ſeen of men, he Borrows indeed the Name 
of God for a Cover and Pretence; but intend- 
ed his own Applauſe, and Preferment, and 
further than this He took no Heed to walk in the 
Law of the Lord with all his Heart: For he De- 
parted not from the Sins of Jeroboam,which made 
Iſrael to Sin, ver. 31. And ſo was himſelf a 
caſt away after all, for all he did was bottom*d 
in ſelf as the Principle, and bounded and Ter- 
minated in ſelf as the End; ſelf was both the 


Spring and Center; as in its riſe, ſo in all its 


returns, and Dedications, the Natural mans 
Courage, Sacrifices all to Self, puts the Gar- 
land and Bayes, on his own Head, God = 
8 | | | itt © 
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Reformation of Manners. 11 
little or no Share in it: But now this Good), 


and true Courage, in my Text, and Doctrine» 
Proceeds from a Gracious Heart, inflamed 


with Love to, and Zeal for the Honour of 
God, in all its undertakings; this will receive 


ſome further acceſſion of light, if we conſider it 
in its Oppoſites and Concommitants. As, 
I. Its oppoſite to and excluſive of a baſe. 


Cowardiſe, and Slaviſh fear of man, and it in- 
cludes and takes in a filial gracious fear of God: 
Luke 12. 4, 5. Be not afraid of them that can only 
Kill the Body; But I will forwarn you whom you 


ſhall fear: fear him which hath power to caſt into 
Hell. The one as an Antidote expells the other, 


Exod. 18. 21. , | 
2. It excludes a Blind Raſh, Fool-Hardineſs 


* 


and Preſumption, and it takes in a Wiſe, Pro- 


vident, and Prudent Foreſight, a well Adviſed 


Judgment. Diſcretion and Courage are con- 


junct; Courage reſolves the Duty, and Diſcre- 


tion conſiders how it muſt be done; Courage 


drawsthe Bow, and Diſcretion directs the Ar- 


row ; Good Courage hath light, as well as heat; - 


it is wary, as well as warm: Pſal. 112. 5. 

3. It Excludes a Bitter, Bloody, Cholerick, 
Wrathful Spirit, that works not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God, but is ſet on fire of Hell, and 
Foams like the Raging Sea, and Breaks out 


into Death and Deſtruction, as Simeon and 
Levi: This Diſtempe:r?d Heat, and Madneſs of 
an Evil Nature, Good Courage excludes ; and 

takes in a juſt and Pious Indignation againſt Sin, 
in conjunction with a Tender. Pity and Compal-* 
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ſion to Sihners; it aims not at miſc hief to hurt 
the Sinner, but at his Conviction and Refor- 
mation. leis like that Wiſdom that comes from 
above, there is an Holy Swettneſs and meek- 
neſs accompanying it, as in 2 Tim. 2. 25» 
It makes a man burn with an ardent deſire to 


win their Souls, rather than hurt their Bodies; 
yet it excludes that Fooliſh pity, that tends to "& 


Cheriſh the Sin, and rnine the Soul. 1 King. 15. 
13. Let us further conſider this Good Courage 
in its Properties; as, | 

1. Itis Spiritual, and Divine, it chiefly car- 
ries out the Heart towards God, it appeareth 


on his Call, it goeth forth in his Name, and 


ſtrength: Gods Command, Thou ſbalt, or Thou 
ſhalt not, commands it, eſteemjag God as all, 
and the Creature as lighter than vanity 3 it 
makes a man preferr the Honour of God a- 
bove his own private intereſt, can better en- 


.dure to have hisown Name and Credit to be 


Trampled on, and Trod down, than the 
Name of God Blaſphemed, P/al. 74.10. 0 
Lord, how long ſhall the Enemy Blaſpheme thy 


Name ? 


2. It ĩs impartial, it ſets the Heart againſt 
all Sin, it is not hot againſt One, and cold to- 
wards another ; Pſal. 119. 128. I hate every 
falſe way. If men be wicked, be they who 
they will, high or low, rich or poor, nearly 
related or more remote; itdares not, will not 


; mig any, that dares to declare their Sin as So- 
0 


, it will appear againſt Sinners clothed in 
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Reformation of Manners: 13 
3. It is Expenſive, ſpares no Coſt ; Good 
Courage is never Covetousof pains, or purſe : 


| You ſhall not hear it fay, Well, now | hope 1 


have done enough; no, but as the Liberal man 


deviſeth Liberal things; ſo it is evet projecting, 


and Travelling with Unwearied deſigns, how 
to advance the Honour of God, promote his 
intereſt, and Vindicate his Name yet furtherin 
the World. 1 Chron, 29. 2, 3» Now I have pre- | 
pared with all my Might for the Houſe of my God, 

Gold and Silver, &c. Moreover ( ſaith he) be- 

cauſe I have ſet my Affection to the Houſe of my 


God, I have of mine own proper goods, given over 
and above all that Ihave nw &c. | 


4. It is undaunted, and Reſolute, where the 


Honour of God, and the Publick Good is con- 


cern'd: It isdeafto all inticements and intrea- 
ties, that would draw off the heart, or take off 


the hand from the Work of God. With 


what an Holy Gallaiitry of Spirit 


did that * Italian Marqueſs, 


breaks through the Embraces ofa _ Galiacius 
Wife, the Cries of Children, and nn, 

the intreaties of Friends, to 

mafntain the Cauſe, and Obey the call of God. 
Good Courage appeareth moſt in the times of 
difficulties, and greateſt Oppoſitions; it puts out 
in a Storm Elijah-like, As the Lord liveth (faith 
he in that evil time) I will ſhew my ſelf to Ahab, 


I Kings 18. 15. It makes a man like a brazen 


Wall, beats back all aſſaults; it's like Ballaſt 


in the Ship, that keeps it ſteady in a ſtorm; 
it will run hazards for God, venture Reputati- 


On, 
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on, Eſtate, and all: It is not Scorns, and 
Scoffs that can diſmay it - Whereas a man that 


wants this Good Courge, like a Wave of the 


Sea, is toſs'd this way one while, and then a- 


nother ; like a Reed always beads with the 
ſtream, is ſoon frighted, and daſtard with 


the leaſt appearance of danger; the frown of a 


mortal man, the fancy of a Lyon in the way, 


or the fear of a ſhadow, quenehes and cools all: 


But this Good Courage 1s enkindled and ani- 


mated ſo much che more, by oppoſitions ʒ for the 


Reghteous are as bold as Lyn. 
5. It is Unfeigned and ſincere; it depends 
not npon the eye, or eſteem of man ; but as 


1 David, a man after Gods own Heart, who in a 


time of ſharp and ſore Tryal, Encouraged him- 
ſelf in the Lord his God, 1 Sam. 30. 6. It makes 


a man Eye God in all, and to reckon and reſt 
upon God as a ſufficient help,agaiaſt a Legion of 
Devils: It makes a man to be true to his God, 


ſatisfied in doing his Duty, and fo leaves the 
ſucceſs to him, is heartily glad when he finds a 
willingneſs and readineſs to offer himſelf to the 


ſervice and work of his Day and Place: Al- 


though others ſhrink and withdraw. See how 
it wrought in Caleb and Foſhua, when the Ten 
Faiat-hearted Spies diſcouraged the people, O 


we are never able to enconnter theſe Anakims 
ſay the Ten; We are able ſay the Two; They 


are ſtronger and mightier than we ſay the Ten 
They are Bread for us ſay the Two; We are but 


as Graſhoppers in their Sight ſay the Ten; the 
Lord is with us ſay the Two; Numb. 13. from 


* 
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Reformation of Manners. 15 
the 28. tothe ehd. Thus Caleb and Joſhua ap- 
proved themſelves men of Good Courage in 
their fidelity to God, when the falſe and there- 
fore faint- hearted multitude rebelled and mur- 
mured againſt him. And it is the conſtant 

Language of this Good Courage, Though J 
'R ſhould loſe my eſteem with men, and not ſerve 
my ſelf ; yet if Ican but ſerve and pleaſe my 
God, it is enouph; if the Ballance muſt go down 
on one ſide, O let it be on mine and not Gods. 
6. It js conſtant and durable, it never ſounds 
a retreat to go back, but endures to the end. 
See how it manifeſted it ſelf in this reſpect, in 
| | Nehemiah when the Enemies dealt ſubtilly and 
lotted againſt him, Nehemiah 6. 11. Should 
| Jock a man as [ flee? and in 5 Chap. and 16. Tea 
alſo I continued in the Work ;Heftood his ground, 
reſolved rather to dye ou the Spot, than ſnamco-- 
fully to recede from bis profeſſion: Of the 
fame temper and Spirit was bleſſed Luther, ii 
Think of me( faith he Jany thing rather than 1 
« running away from the Cauſe of Chriſt. | 
And (my beloved) the reaſon is evident, be- 1 
cauſe a man of true Courage, is not mov'd as 7 
an Hypocrite by out ward poyſes, or as a Clock = 
by Weights ; no, but from a vital principle, | 
and he goeth not out in any confidence on his 
own ſtreagth, but as David againſt Go- 
liah, in the Name and ſtrength of God : And 
therefere his heart is fixed truſting in God; 
whatever impediments lie in the way, he is not 
afraid, but on he goeth, having a- good God, 
and a good Conſcience, he fears no Colours. 
N And 
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And thus I have accounted, for the firſt Gene- 
ral head propoſed, vix. Explaining what might 
be needfull to be cleared. Ee: Tel 


The Second General head, bir. to Offer | 
ſomewhat by way of Proof, and to lay down , 
the Reaſons. „ 


1. By way of Proof, and that both from Scrip- 
ture Precepts binding to it; and Scripture Pre- 
ſidents practiſing of it. If you look unto the 
1ſf Chap. of the Book of Joſhua, you will find no 
les than Four times this Command to be of 
Good Courage repeated, Verſe 6. Be ſtrong and 
of a Good Couraze, Verſe 7. Only be thou ſtrong, 
and very Couragious. Verſe 9. Have I not Com- 
manded thee ? Be ſtrong and of a Good Courage. 
Verſe. 18. Only be ſtrong and of a Good Courage: 
I hope noneare ſo vain, as to think theſe are 
vain repetitions : Gods Will revealed in his 
word, is the higheſt Rule and Reaſon of our 
Duty. Again Hag. 2.4. Yet now be ſtrong O Ze- 
rubbabel, ſaith the Lord; and be ſtrong O Joſhua, 
and be ſtrong all ye People of the Land, ſaith the 
Lord, and Work for I am with you ſaith the Lord: 
Pſal. 31. 24. Be of Good Courage, and be ſhall 
ſtrengthen your Heart, all ye that hope in the Lord: 
So the 3 Zeph. 16. Chriſtians read your Bibles, 
you will find, this is Univerſally binding; and 
whoever in the Work of God, nouriſherh a 
Timerous fearful Spirit, is (as I may ſay ) di- 
realy Antipodes to the Word of God: 
And for Scripture Preſidents abounding and 
| | abiding 
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Es Reformation of Matiners. ry 17 
abiding in the Practice hereof; time would fail 
me to enumerate all the Worthies of God be- 
fore, and ſince Chriſts time. Moſes, Phinthas, 


David, Hezekiab, Jeboſaphat, Zerubbabel, Nehe- 
miab, Ezra, Eſther. Give me leave, to mention 
ſomewhat only of three or four of them: As- 

ſes, how full of this Good Courage was he! 


and the People in his abſence had committed 
Idolatry, Exod. 32. 19. As ſoon as he drew 
nigh the Camp, and ſaw the Calf andi the dancing 3 


Moſes anger ma red bot, and he caſt the Tables 


| but of his band; and brake them beneath the Mount. 
V. 20. And be took the Calf thich they had made, 
and he burm it in the Fire, and ground it to pom- 
der, and ftrawed it upon the water, and made 
the Children of Iſrael drink of it; In Verſ. 26, he 
ſtood in the Gate of the Camp, and ſaid, Who-is on 


of Juſtice on the Offenders ;. and after that act- 
ed the part of an Advocate. Firſt he was up 
and active in puniſhing the Delinquents, and 
then he falls down, and makes Interceſſion, v.31. 
Oh; this People have ſinned a great ſin; yet now 
if thou wilt, forgive their ſin; if not, blot me, J 
pray thee, out af the Book which thou haſt wrirten. 
Another inſtance ſhall be of Nehemiah, that 
worthy Pattern to all Reformers : What Cou- 
rage did he manifeſt in his Self-denial, when 


alem? Chap. 1. 4. though as to his own pri- 
and vate Cireumſtances, he was at caſe and proſpe- 
ling : . tous 


Caleb, Joſhua, Debor ah, Gideon, Sampſon, Samuel, | 


When he Had been in the Mount with God;. 


the Lords ſide? and then fell upon the executing 


he firſt heard of the ſad State of things at Je- 
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her admirable Boldneſs and Courage, neither 


fous at the Court: Yer when he hears of the 


ill ſtare of the Publick, he mourns and prays, 


and leaves all the preferment of the Court, 
comes to Feruſalem, expoſeth himſelf to mani- 
fold hazards, encounters with many and great 
Oppoſitions; and particularly how remarkable 
is that in Chap. 2. 19, 20. when Sanballat and 
Tobiah laughed at, and deſpiſed the Fews, ſeek- 


ing to blaſt this Good Mans Endeavonrs in the 
Work of God, he with an invincible Courage, 
= faid, The Gad of Heaven he will proſper us, there- 
fore we limgſervants will ariſe and work; Behold 
his Nobis 


Courage, we will ariſe, and build; Be- 
hold* he ſolid ground of it, The God of Hea- 
verwill proſper us: and if you look into the 
4 chap. v. 14. he inciteth and aſſiſteth others 


-- pon the ſame ground of encouragement; Be 


not afraid of them, Remember the Lord who is 


* Great. Another Inſtance ſhall be that of Da- 


vid, Pſal. 101. 8. J will early deſtroy all the wic- 
ked of the Land, that I may cut off all wicked do- 
ers from the City of the Lord. Obſerve, when 
he had the execution of Juſtice in his hand, to 


_ diſcharge, he would be early at it, and inde- 
fatigable in it. Once more, look but into the 


Book of Eſther, Chap. 4. 16. Many were the 


dangers and difficulties that lay in her way; 


ſhe was to affront Haman, the Great Favourite 


of the King, the Minion of the Court; ſhe was 


to venture 1a uncalled ; ſhe was to attempt the 
reverſing of a Law of the Medes and Perſians, 
which was not ro be chang'd : and yet behold 


any, 
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. 55 Reformation of Manners. 19 
amy, nor all theſe things, can affright on de- 
| te r her; it was for God and the publick Good, 
onrand in, She will go, ſaying, JI periſh, I pe- 
riſh : O Noble, and brave Courage, ſhe pre- 
ferrs the Honour of God, and the ſafety of his, 
Church before her Life. I might alſo deſcend 
down into the New Teſtament, and mention 
John Baptiſt, with what. Courage he reproved 
a generation of Vipers, and alſo Herod for 
his Herodias: and after him the Apoſtles, Acts 
4. 13. With what undaunted boldneſs they 
appeared; inſomuch as their i 
mar velled at them; but enough hath been of- 
tered by way of Proof; and to add any more, 
the Truth needs it not, and Time permits it 
not. 125 3 i 
2. I ſhall therefore now in the ſecond place 
give you the Reaſons of it, and they ſhall be 
drawn from theſe three following Topicks, : 
which deſerve our Obſervation. | 
1. From the Nature of the Work it ſelf. 2 
2. From the Nature of the Inſtruments em- 
ployed in it. ie e 
3. From the Nature of the Objects of it. 
1 Rea. From the Nature of the Work it ſelf, 
v. Keformation- wor; Which is a work of that 
nature, that (view it which way you pleaſe) 
can never be carried on without Courage. Con- 
ſider it as it 1s public Work, (for 10 I's * 
it is; ) a man had as good never tek? : 
meddle with it at all, unleſs he be 
a Reſoly'd man to go through with it: Alas 
without Courage, as ſoon as the meets with 
N GS Pall- 
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Pull-backs, (as there are many of them) he 
will preſently grow weary, and be for ſhifting 
it off again. If therefore (as the Royal Preach- 
er ſaith) Eccl. g. io. Whatever thy baud finds to 
do, be it to Meditate, or pray in private, thou 
art to do it with ali thy Might; how much more 
doth it neceſſarily follow in Publick work, that 
it be attended with Reſolution and Courage? 
It being a Work of Such Great Importance, 
(nay, what if I ſhould ſay, of the Greateſt im- 
portance, that ever was undertook for God, in 
this lower World, fave Preaching the Goſpel, ) 
it is worthy of all our Strength and Spirit; we 
can never lay it out better, nay, nor -near ſo 
well: Such as have the higheſt Courage, any 
man Living can expreſs, can't be ſuppoſed to 
have an Exceſs in ſuch a work. 
1 --- 2. Again, Survey the Difficulty of 
Is diſſi- this Work: though Reforming work 
cult. © brings the greateſt Benefits and Bleſ- 
„ ſings to a Land; yet (yea ſo much 
the more) it will exaſperate Hell, and a malig-© | 
nant wicked World: and ſurely then, it's not 
a Work for the faint and fearful to carry on. 
Hence the Apoſtle brings in this as the Rea- 
fon, why Chriſtians ſhould be ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might; for, ſaith he, we 
wreſtle not again#t Fleſh and Blood, but againit 
Principalities, againſt Powers, &c. Wherefore take 
uuto you the whole armour of God, that you may 
be able to tand again# the wiles of the Devil, 
Eph. 6. 10, 11,12, 13. Reforming work is like 
ſtorming the very Gates of Hell, undermining 
| da- 
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Satan's Kingdom in this World ; and can you 
think to find the Devil ſleeping or idle? O no 
he is ſaid to go about like a roaring Lyon, ſeekin 
. whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. he will raise 
all the force of Hell againſt this Work; The 
Powers of Darkneſs will be up in Arms, and 
their Name is Legion, for they are many, and 
their Nature is Spiritual Wickeaneſs: A man 
without Courage is as a Bee without a Sting, 
a Souldier without a Weapon, a Ship with- 
ont an Anchor, yea as a Body without a Soul. 
$0. that (look which way you will) there is 


| d nothing can ſex before you a door of Hope of 
ever carrying on this work without Courage: 
> |S which work yet is of that nature, that it muſt 


be done, or all will be undone and ruin'd ; 
which conſideration will ſuitably fall in here 
to enforce and ſtrengthen this firſt Reaſon of 
the Doctrine; for if Reforming work were of 
an indifferent Nature, that might be done, or 
left undone, without any great detriment; 
then our firſt Reaſon would be of no weight: 
bur if we take in this, the. unqueſtionable Ne- 
ceſſity of it, it will hold its ſtrength. Where- 
fore let it be conſidered in theſe two branches: 
Reforming work is neceſſary for the Honour 
of God, and for the publick Good. 
Ir 1s Neceſlary, 5 9 
1. For the Honour of God, and is that a light 
matter? Surely to a Chriſt ian it ſnould be dear- 
er to him than his Life. Now throngh the 
Breaking of the Law (faith the Apoltle) God is 
_ © diſhonoured, and his Name blaſphemed, Rom. 2. 
N ay 237 24- 
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23, 24. And will you ſee, how this affected 
and afflicted the ſpirit of that Good man, P/ al. 
119. 53. 136. & 158 Verſes: Horrour hath 
talen bold of me + Rivers of tears run down my 
eyes, becauſe. of the wicked that forſake thy Lam: 
J beheld the trauſgreſſors, and ms grieved; be- 
cauſe they kept not thy Mord. And I appeal to 
yon, what Chriſtian is there that loves God, 
and believes his Word; but muſt be deeply 
affected with what David expreſſetbh, not for 
Injuries done againſt himſelf, no, but Offences 
done againſt God. Surely a ſadder thought 
never was found in the Heart of a true Chri- 
ſtianz; than to think that vile Worms of the 
Earth, ſhould be ſuffered to blaſpheme and de- 
fie the God of Heaven; men that have preci- 
ous and immortal Souls, and are going to be 
judged at the Bar of God: Sure Chriſtians 
ſhould better endure Toads, Serpents, and vi- 
pers; than that ſuch Sinners ſhould be let 
alone. How can a good man walk the ſtreets 
with drie Eyes, that hears the prophane Swear- 
er rending and tearing the Name of God? Oh 
intollerable! ſhall an Idolatrous Micah break 
out for his Teraphim, and ſay? Je have taken 


* 


amay my God which I have made, (a pitiful 
God indeed, that could firſt he made, and 
then ſtole;) and what have I more? and what 
is this that e ſay unto me, What aileth thee ? 
and ſhall a Chriſtian be ſilent, and not ap- 
pear for the true God, whom we profeſs to ho- 
nour, when his Law is violated ? how can you 
reconcile it? Nay, how can I ſay, I love my 
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broad way to Hell, ſwearing, whoring, gaming, 


drinking, ſinking, damning, and may be ſome 
offering Healths to the Devil f what a Chriſti- 


an? and no Concern, no Zeal for God, no bou- 
els to poor periſhing Souls! Bat this leads 
to the ſecond ' Branch, viz, That Reſorming 
Work, T5 6 i 


5: 2. It's neceſrary for the 7 Good ; for 


elſe ' what an inundation of Sin and Miſery, 
would break in and ingulph us all. A Twlly 


could ſay, © Impunity is the greateſt encourage- 


© ment to Impiety : And Ausuſt. Take away 
© Fuſtice, and what is a Kingdom but a Den of 
© Thieves, and place of Plunderers? And Solo- 


mon ſaith,' Becauſe ſentence again$t. un evil Work - 
is not ſpeedily executed; therefore the Hearts of 


the Sons of men, is fully ſet in them to do evil. 
And the Prophet, Jer. 6. 29. The Founder melts 


in vain, for the wicked are not plucked away ; Re- 
probate. Silver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord 
hath rejected them: What was the Root of alf 


this Wrath? why, The wicked. are not plucked 


away. q. d. Let men take what Courſe they 


will, to keep off wrath; yet while the wicked 


remain unpuniſhed, they lie open and expoſed 
to Land- deſtroying judgments. Upon this ac- 


count Reforming Work in the puniſhing the 


Ungodly, is ſo far from being Cruelty, and 
want of Charity to your Neighbour; as that 


not to do it would be highly ſo. Sin is that only 


Abominable thing, the Lord hateth; and it is 


C4. the 
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Neighbour, if not greatly concerned? alas“ 
to think what Multitudes are poſting in the 
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rhe bittereſt Evil the Land hath. Hof. 4. 1, | 
2275 3. The Lord hath a Controverſie with the In- 
= \/ habitants of the Land, becauſe there is no truth, &c. 
i Fut by ſwearing,and lying, and killing, and Ftealixg , 

? \ and committing adultery, they break out; there- 
ore doth the Land mourn. O how many 1 
doms, and Churches have upon a flood of ſin, 

v4 been drown'd in miſery. ? Go to Shilo, ſaich the 
_ Lord by his Prophet, Jer. 7. 12. and ſee what 
=_ j I did to it, for their wickedneſs: So may I ſay, | 

\ | Go to the Aſian Churches, Go to Jeruſalem, | 

\ 
; 


I 
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and ſee what have been the woful Effects of 
neglecting this work of Reformation: Alas! | 
3 if theſe Sheba's, and Jonas, be not caſt our, | 
6 \ a Land may look next to have its Inhabitants | 
ſpued out by an angry God: it were the way 
6 FT to bring the guilt of Swearers, Sabbath-break- 
= ers, Whoremongers, &c. upon our own heads, 
_ Wang and Jeruſalem's Wo, upon London, to remove | 
_ mz our Candleftick, and turn our Goſhen into Egype : | 
= | | |. for where Sin is let alone, there ic, and Satan | 
reigns; .and will an holy Gad bear it ? No, 
his Wrath will break out like Fire, and utter- 
; ly conſume us. If God depart from us, we are 
4 an undone People, and depart he will, if un- 
17 reform'd. O bleſsed Society of Reformers 
| | then, to provide that God may abide with us, 
and our Land be yet Inmanuels Land, by purg- 
Fj / ing out and plucking away the wicked from 
= . us. In 2 415 prongs of the 
—_ | Work, as It is publich, difficult, yet nece 
1 Good Courage 1s required. a fer, 


2 Rea. The ſecond Reaſon is taken from the 
a On- 
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 @aſideration of the nature of the Inſtruments 
that are imployed in this bleſſed Work of re- 


formation: And it will Evidently appear in 
this reſpect; that good Courage is a neceſſary 
qualification, whether we conſider the Inſtru- 
ments as Men, as Chriſtians, or as Reformers. 

1. As Men, and fo the belt have fleſh, as 


wellas Spirit; and fleſh is frail and weak, _ | 
18 


and incident to wax weary and faint under 


preſſures : How oft was poor David ready to | 


droop and fai! Hence he ſighs out his fears 
and complaints Oh I fhall one day fall by the 
hand of Saul: Thefe Sons of Lerviah are too 
ſtrong for me : I am hecome the Song of the Drutrk- 
ard: Wo is me that I dwel in Meſech : Oh that 
Thad the Wings of a Dove, that I migin flee away, 
and be at rele! and fo you Cs 1 = 
quite weary of his Life, under a Juniper Tree, 
in the Wilderneſs, when he fled from Fexzzbel, 
and there requeſted of the Lord that he might 
have his Life taken away, 1 Kings 19. 4. And 
ſo you read of weeping Jeremiah, 9. 2. Oh that 
had in the Wildernefs a Lodging-Place of way- 
Jaring men, that 1 might leave my People, and be 
gone from them; for they are an aſſembly of Treach- 
erous Men. Wherefore if we conſider theſe In- 
ſtruments, as men, ſubject to the like paſſions, 
and humane frailties with others; they ſtand 
in need of Good Courage in ſo great and pain- 
ful a Work, as Reforming work is: bur chen if 


we gonſider them, _ 


2. As Chriftians, The Argument riſeth high- 
er gn our hand; that they muſt be of good 
1 Courage: 


— 
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x Courage: For at our Bleſſed Lord faith, who- 
ever will be my Diſciple, he muſt deny himſelf; and 


all for Chriſt on his call, and to fight manfully 


have made to the Lord in Baptiſm, and renew- 


as Reformers you are raiſed up, and called of 


to be of good Courage, viz. becauſe of their 
Office as they were Reformers. Courage being 
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tale up his Croſs, and follow me; or he eannot be 
my Diſciple. Mat. 16. 24. compared with Mark 
8:34. And (my Beloved ) you know in our 
Baptiſmal Covenant, we conſent, Engage, 
and bind our ſelves on theſe very Terms, to if 
renounce World, Fleſh and Devil, to forſake 


under his Banner. So that good Courzge, and 
conſtancy, is no other than good Conſcience, 
and Fidelity, according to the Vows that we 


D 2 


ed at his Table. And finally if we confider 
them; | . 

3. As Kefor mers, chis will ſupperadd ſtrength 
to inforce the Argument under .Conſideration, 
to he of good Courage in reforming Work: For 


God to this Work, and on this great deſign, 

and for this good end, have you offered your 

ſelves willingly, united and joyned your hearts 

and hands to it: So that I may ſay to you, as She- 

chaniah in the former part of the Text to Ezr4, 

this mafter belongeth more eſpecially to you: 
Be ye therefore of good Courage. It is on this 

very account, that the Command was ſo oft in- 

culcatedion Joſhua and Zerubhabel, and others in 

Scripture that were called to Reforming Work, 
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_ as. neceſſary for a Reformer, as Wiſdom for a 0 
'Counceller, Eloquence for an Orator, Wings i V 
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to a Bird, and an Edge to a Razour. Surely 
4 | you need the Zeal of a Phineas, the Reſolution 
e of a Joſhua, and the Heroick Courage of a Ne- 
k bemiabh, in this Work of Reformation! Me- 
r thinks, Reformat ion, is like that Water of the 
„el of Bethlehem, which David longed for, 
and ſaid, Oh that ſome-would give mme to int of 
e it : 2 Sam. 23. 15. But then whoſoever would . 
y adventure for it, muſt break through the Hoſt 
d of the Philictines, ere they could come at it: 
e, And methinks Reformers are like thoſe Three 
e mighty men that brake through the Hoſt of the 
v. Philifines,and took it and brought it to David, 
. verſe 16. Again methinks Reformers are like 
Gideons Three Hundred Men; that becauſe - 
they were Men of Spirit, and activity, the 
Lord would imploy them in that diſſicult Ser- 
vice, (Judges 7. 3. read with the 16th.) And 
disbands all the reſt, that were faint, and 
fearful: for as much as fear diſables a man of 
what otherwiſe he might do, it robs him of 
the ſtrength he hath, and is indeed the bane 
of all Great, and good undertakings. So 
that you ſee the ſtrengh and force, of 
this Second Reaſon of the Doctrine. The 3d. 
is drawn, Ce f l 775 e 

3. Rea. From the Nature of the Objects of 
Reforming Work; or thoſe perſons that Re- 
formers have to do, and deal with. Theſe con- 
ſidered indeed, as men that have reaſonable 
Natures, and precious and immortal Souls; 
one would think Reformation ſhould be as 
Welcome to them as the riſing Sun, that dispels 
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darkneſs, and diffuſech light, and heat, and 
healing to the World: But, alas, theſe per 
ſons, conſidered, as fingers, nay Servants to 
Sin, and Slaves to Satan; they are ſuch as 
hatethe light of Reformation : See how the 
Scripture deſcribes them, 2 Theſ. 3.2. The 
Apoſtle ſaith, they are Unreaſorable Men; and 
the wiſe man faith, ſadneſs is in their Hearts, 
while they live, Eccl. 9. 3. As Mad men rage 
againſt thoſe, that come to cure them: They 
are Sons of Belial, that will endure no yoke but | 
Satans. Scripture compares them to Swiae, 
Wolves, Dogs; ſurely then Reformers had 
need of a Breaſt-Plate of Adamant, and an 
Helmet of Steel to front, and make head a- 
gainſt theſe brutiſh, unruly monſters; though 
in the ſhape of men, that have made their faces 
harder than a Rock, Jer. 5. 3. To appear againſt 
and oppoſe this black guard of Hell, calls for 
an undaunted Courage. If you will pull down 
Ahbabs houſe, and rout theſe uncircumcis d 
Philiſtines, you mult expect Lyons in your way, 
vrhich nothing but a Sampſon- like Courage, can 
get Victory over, and Honey out of them. 
Your Office is not only a thankleſs one, but at- 
tended and loaded wich volleys of reproaches, 
cenſures,and calumnies and it may be curſes too: 
for ſo it hath ever been: Bona agere, & mala 
pati, Chri ſtianorum eſt. Sur veigh but how it was 
with our dear Redeemer; though he came to 
ſeek, and to ſave that which was loſt, and ne- 
yer hurt any: Yet in the days of his fleſh, how 
Was he hated, reproached; all Jeraſalem -_ 
17 ö ä troudie 
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troubled at his coming, as if ſome enemy had 


landed on their Coaſt; they ſaid he was a Sama. 


ritan and had a Devil : Hence he expoſtulated 
with them, for which of my good works do you 


ſtone me ? And my belaved, the Servant is not 
above his Lord - It will even be thus, while 
there is a buſte Devil in the World, and 


that prejudicate deep-rooted Malice in the 
hearts of Sinners. There was Moſes (you 
know) what a Bleſſed inſtrument of good, he 
was to that people of old in Epypr, and after- 


wards in the VVilderneſs - Yet for all his Tra- 


vels and Labours for their good; how ill did 
they requite him, Num. 16. 41. The Multi- 
tude let flie at doſes, as if he had been the 
Troubler of V ael. So Caleb, and Joſhua, the 
people were ready to ſtone them, for endea- 
vouring to reform and fave them. It is ſo, 


| thoſe whoſe good you intend, in this Reform- 


ing work, will account you their Enemies - And 
therefore Good Courage is a needful qualifica- 
tion of Reformers: for you have a very Hard 
task: You deal with Men, as St. Paul ſaith, 
1 Cor. 15. 32. 1 fought with Beaſts at Epheſus, i. e. 


men made up of Inhumanicy. And as David 


ſpeaks, 2 Sam. 23.6. The Sons of Belial are as 
Thorns, they cannot be taken with Hands; but the 
Man that toucheth them, - muſt be fenced with Iron, 
and the ſtaff of a Spear, i. e. had need of an 
Heart, fteePd with Courage. VVhen the 
Lord ſhewed Ezekie! what hard and hot Service, 
he had like to have with thoſe he was ſent un- 
to; pray Obſerve, how the Lord — 
an 
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and encourageth him, Ezek. 2.6. Thou Son of 
man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of 
their Words; though Bryars and Thorns be. with 
thee, and thou dwelleſt among Scorpions, be not 
diſmay'd at their Looks, they are a Rebellions 
J.. TR Ee e | 
Moreover, you will find among the ObjeAs of 
your Reforming VVork, ſome Zanzummins, 
NMimrods, Mighty ones, that think themſelves 
Priviledg'd to ſin, without controul, by their 
Outward Greatneſs - There are. ſome great 
Swearers,  Adulterers, Sabbath- breakers, 
whoſe Examples do a world of Miſchief to 
the Publick ; many taking in the infection from 
them: Now the higher the Perſon, always the 
viler the. fin; and theſe you are more eſpecially 
( ſo far as the Law extends) to proſecute, and 
to let them know, that our Laws are not like 
to Cohwebs, that take only little Flies and let 
great ones break through and eſcape; but 
chiefly to take theſe Golrab's, that the lower 
Claſs of delinquents may hear, and fear, and do 
no more ſo Wickedly : And how will you ever 
be able to deal with theſe gyant-like Sinners 
Withont Some i TT 
_ Beſides, you will meet with ſome old In- 
veterate Rebels, that makea mock of Sin and 
Damnation; ſuch as have fo/d themſelves to work 
Wickedneſs ; ſuch as you read of Pal. 1. 1. Are 
got in the ſeat of the ſcorner. And in Pſal. 2. 
, 2, 3. That Rage, and take Councel together a- 
gainſt the Lord, and you his Servants, ſaying, 
Let us break their Banas aſunder, and caſt their 
| cords 
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cords away from us: And Oh the bitter xructati- 
ons of Gall, they vent againſt ydu Reformerszia 
their Wicked Cabals. Sanballat, and Tobiahg 
never more fretted, chafed againſt Nehemiah ; 
Herod never more vexed, when he heard that 
Chriſt was born; than theſe Malignant, Old, 
accuſtomed Sinners do at you. Your Societies 
for Reformation are not only a Burthen; but a 
Torment to them And beſure theſe will turn 
a broad-ſide againſt you, who had rather be 
damned, than Reformed. Now then how ne- 
ceſſary good Courage is to the proſecution of 
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, this work of Reformation, is evident from this 
Third Reaſon, the Nature of the Objects of it. 
2 And thus I have accounted for the fecond Ge- 
7 | neral head propoſed, viz. To offer ſomething 
4 by way of proof, and to lay down the Reaſons of 
e the Doctrine that which remains; is to make 
c | fone practical improvement of the whole. 
Te Ah OH TS DRNOO ee 
x APPLICATION, And that Two ways. 
0 1. This truth, will meet ſome, by way of 
r Reprehenſion. And, OTE BH eee 
2. It will meet us all, by.wayof Exhortati- 
1. (SO ar 1933395733 2M.) e 


Hir, By way of Reyrehenſios. 
d 1. It reproves ſuch, as have no Spirit to ap- 
* I pear for God, no ſpark of true Courage in 
e their breaſts for the publick good; but are 
2. Key Cold, all their ca re and concern is for 
z- their own private intereſt, this ſwallows up 
3, all, as Pharaolôs lean Kine did eat up the fat, 
ir || how to advance their Trade? Here they have 
ds ce he 2x Spirit 
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ont heart. I would ta God, ſuch may fadly 
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Amos G. 1. Wo to them that are at Eaſe in Zion. 


yn 


df 


ſadly conſider thoſe two Seriptures, that are 


Spirit enough; Fehu- like, they drive furiouſly, 
as if they wauld break their W heels in Pieces : 
But in this Great, this Good work of Refor- 
mation, they are Ephraim - like, [ily Doves with- 
and ſeriouſly conſider, Mat. 1 2. 30. He that is 
not with me, is againſt me, and he that gathereth 
not with me, ſcattereth abroad: Theſe words 
were firſt ſpoken by our bleſſed Saviour, but 


are applicable to our Times; he that is not | n 
with Chriſt in this work of Reformation, is a- 


gainſt him. 2 TY 
2. It reproves others, that are fo in Love 
with their own eaſe, ſoft and delicate perſons, 
who, though they da not appear open Enemies 
to Reforming Work; will yer be at no pains, 
run no hazards, to promote and help it for- 
ward; but prefer their eaſe to the Houour of 
God, and the Publick good. I would theſe 
would fadly confider thoſe ſtartling Words, 


3. It treproves others, that are of a baſe 
Timerous; puſilanimous Spirit; frighted with 
their very ſhadows, dare not venture a ſcorn, 
à fcoff for Chriſt ; though their own Conſcien- 
ces gn Reformation Wark. is the cauſe 


| ; yet they are ſo afraid of the cenſure, 
and diſpleaſure of Man, that they dare not ap- 
pear; Oh! ſuch a one will be offended; will 
put me out of his Will, or ſtick in my Skirts 
another day. I would ſuch as theſe would 


like the fingers of a mans hand en the Wall, 
1 : ſetting 
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ſetting down their doom, Mark 8. 38. Wheſo- 


ever therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, and my 


Words, in this adulterous and ſinful generation; 
0 him alſo, ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when 


Angels. And that Rev. 21. 8. But the fearful, 
and the unbelieving, ſhall have their part in the 


le that burns with fire and brimſtone; which is 


the ſecond death. . „ 
4. It reproves others, that are ſo in Love 
with the Mammon of this World; that they 
can never be brought to deny themſelves, in 
foregoing any part of their Worldly Riches 
and Profits, for the Encouraging this bleſſed 
Work of Reformation: They will go along 
with you, provided it colt them nothing; but 
if once you come to ask any thing of them, they 
like that young Gentleman in the Goſpel, ( Mar. 
W; 0. 22.) muſt be excuſed , or they will go no 
further with you. I wiſh ſuch would. ſadly 


Verſe, which amount to no leſs than Excluſi- 
on out of the Kingdom bf Heaven: And St. 
Paul is very poſitive herein, Phil. 3. 19. their 
nd is deſtruction; and in that Black Liſt, he 
brings in the Covetous, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. of whoni 
ie ſaith, Be not decei 
ingdom of Gr. „ 

5. It 1 others, that are in ſuch a 
leep Sleep, ſo ſtupid and unſenſible; that Gallia- 
like, they care not à jot, whether the Ark or 


at all troubled to "ene Gods holy and reverend 


he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy 


conſider our Saviours words in the following 


ved, ſuch ſhall not inherit the | 


Dagon be ſetup; as being alike to them: not 
Name 


EET _ op 
Name blaſphemed, or to ſee his holy Sabbaths 
profaned. I wiſh ſuch would ſadly conſider, 
Zeph. 1.12. where the Lord rings a dreadful 
Peal in the Ears of ſuch as are freie on their 
lees; and in Rev. 3. 16. threatneth on this ac- 
count to ſpue them out of bis Mouth. | 
6. It reproves others, that inſtead of encou- 
raging you, who are engaged in Reforming 
work, by concurring and joyning in with you 
as truly they are ready to Cenſure you, for lay- MW 11 
ing out your ſelves in it, as too buſie with other Ml fl 
Peoples buſineſs. What ſhall I ſay of theſe I 
Monſters under the Chriſtian Name? O that cc 
they had hearts to believe, that thundring Wo 2! 
denounc'd by Chriſt againft ſuch, Matth. 23. V 
13. Wo to you hypocrites, you ſhut the Kingdom fl. 
of Heaven againſt men; for you neither go in your 41 
ſelves, neither ſuffer ye them that are entring to N 
Cäöiwv 8 . mT Fils 
7. I wiſh there were not Occaſion to reprove MW H 
another ſort of Men among us, that did run fe 
well a while, they went out with you, but have © 
not held out with you; that Demas-like have MW Ce 
declin'd, and deceiv'd you; or like the leaves tt 
of the Trees at this time of the year, that MW <a 
fade and fall. Oh! that ſuch would remem- MW © 
ber that terrible Text, in 1 Per. 2. 21, 22. 
compar*'d with Matth. 12. 45. it had been bet- 
ter never to have put your hand to Gods Plough, i © 
than afterwatds ro look back: for the laſt Statt 
of that man is worſe than the firſt. 
8. And laſtly, I could heartily wiſh, that P. 
there were no Occaſion from hence to reprove | V 
8 | another, 8 
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another, a Greater ſort among us, viz. Re- 
miſs Juſtices, and Officers, to whom this Mat- 
ter of Reformation belongs, as being their pro- 
per Province, and Sphere, whereia they are 
ſet by God, with an accented Charge to be a 
| terrour to the Works and Workers of Iniquity 3 
and therefore called the Ministers of God for 
Good, Rom. 13. 4. elfe they bear the Sword in 
yain : Yet how fearful and deplorable a thing 
is it, that there ſhould be found any amon 
theſe (in the place of Fudgment as the Wiſe 
man ſpeaks, Eccl. 3. 16.) who when they ſhould 
couragiouſly draw out the Sword of Juſtice 
againſt che Wicked; they (being not affected 
with Gods diſhonour as they ought) ſuffer it to 
ſleep, and lie ruſting in the Scabbard :' Theſe 
are like your Stone Statues, repreſenting ſome 
Military General, that ſtand in the ſame po- 
ture all the year, with their hands on the 
Hilt of their Swords, but never draw them 
forth. Oh that ſuch would ſadly conſider that 
tremendous Scripture, 1 Sam. 15. 22, 23. Be- 
cauſe Saul neglected the executing of Juſtice on 
the Amalekites, but ſpared them z his Sin 1s 
called Rebellion, which is as the Sin of Witch- 
craft, and the Lord rejected him for ever.. 

Object. But have theſe Perſons thus reprov- 

ed, nothing to ſay ? Have they no Cloak, 

i NoPleas, to extenuate if not excuſe their 

ie "T9 

Anſw. Yes, they have a Fardel, a pack of 
at pleas ; for Sinning and Shifting came into the 

re World together: but upon arraigameat, and 

3 1 tryal 
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tryal before the Bar of Scripture, they will 
all diſappear. Give me leave a little to exa- 
mane new. OE ECTS 0c TE. 
1, We ſhall bring upon our ſelves (may 
ſome ſay) a deal of trouble, if we ingage in 
this Reforming Work. — Anſ. What a deal 
of trouble did Achan, while unpuniſhed, bring 
upon the whole Camp of Vrael, Joſh. 7. 
2. But we ſhall incurre a deal of III will 
from our Neighbours. — Az/ſ. But you ſhall 
have the Good will of him that dwelt in the 
Buſh, in the faithful diſcharge of this Work. 
And when a mans ways pleaſe the Lord, he will 
make his Enemies to be at peace with him, Prov. 
. x LT 
3. But it is a tedious and difficult Work. 
—— As. No wonder, when ſo many ill Hu- 
mours have been ſo long a growing: Mala- 
dies ſhew their Malignity moſt, when Reme ,, 
dies are applied: And in that it is difficult, it 
is à ſure Evidence that it's the Work of God: 
Look into Scripture, and ſee if ever Reforma- 
tion Work, was carried on without difficulties : 
we ibs give parting Devils leave to tear and 
W | 5 | 
4. But it is to our Loſs and dammage in our 
Time and Trades; ſuch, and ſuch, will never 
buy of me, if I inform, and proceed againſt 
them. — Anſ. Suppoſe you ſhould loſe ſome- 
thing for Chriſt, you ſhall never loſe any thing 
by him. (Although by the way let that in Hag. 
2. 19. be well conſidered, where the Lord pro- 
miſeth, that from the very day that they entred 
| | ES On 
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on this Work, he would bleſs them.) Beſi des, 
there is nothing you can loſe, or lay down for 
Chriſt; but he hath loſt and laid down ten 
thouſand times more for you: and you can 
loſe nothing, but whar you had from God, 
and muſt ſhortly leave. . 
5. But the moſt are againſt it. — Anſ. Be- 


wall it; yet know, it was ever ſo; Chriſt's 


Flock, is but a little | Flock; : and Remem- 
ber, chere are none againſt it but the ungodly. 
Again; hath Reformation many Enemies? O 
then, let us be its Friends, let it have one the 
more on its ſide, for every one here before the 
Lord this Day. | 

6. But the Name of an Informer i is odious, 
and ſcandalous; this among other virulent In- 
vectives makes a frighrful ſound and noiſe. 
— Anſ, Know, that although that Name hath. 


ey Deen deſervedly ſo, in late Reigns, wherein a. 


company of Miſcreants, Blinded and iaſtigated- 
by the Devil, edg'd on by an eager covetous 
deſire after the Temporals of religious and ſo- 
ber Men; whoſe wickedneſs hath run them 
down with Satyrs to the duſt, and rotted their 
Memory with their Bodies, under chat Name 
of an Informer; Vet now that Name in this 
bleſſed Work of Reformation, is as jultly ho- 
nourable and precious, being for God and a 
gommon Good; as ever it was ia former times 
odious and hatefull, when it was uſed againſt > 
God and his Servants: Wherefore, let none of 
you (my Beloved) be- hindred or deterred,” by 
0 e and Oey of Malignaurs agu i ut © 

14 | D I | mw 
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this Name of an Informer; as if you were on 
That account, a common Diſtarher of the quiet 

and peace of your Neighbours : but ſay, with 
David, If this be to be vile, I will be more vile. 
And were J providentially caſt where I ſhould 
hear any of thoſe impious Ones (for I take it 


for granted, that they ſeldom or never appear 


in ſuch Religious Aſſemblies as theſe) open 
their Black Mouths againſt this Name, ſaying, 
Oh we were all at peace, and quiet, before you 
came to inform againſt us: Truly my ſpeech 
ſhould be, Oh miſerable peace! you and Sin, 
you and Satan, at peace and quiet; when the 
God of Heaven, ſaich, There is no peace to the 
Wicked, Iſa. 57. ult. Nay, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. When 
they ſhall ſay, Peace, peace, behold ſudden deſtructi- 
on cometh on them: Oh Fooliſh and Unwiſe; 
you would Swear, and Curſe, and ſet your 


Months againſt Heaven, and break Gods Sab- 


baths, and yon would have liberty ſo to do; 
and if any whoſe Eyes are opened (through 
Grace) that they dare not run into the ſame 
Exceſs of riot with you, and make a Jeſt of 
Gods Wrath and the Flames of Hell, ſhall ſeek 
to ſtop you, and uſe Means to Reform you; O 
they be Informers, Diſturbers of our Peace, 
that we can't be ſo mad and merry as we would 
in our Way to Hell : En't this Sjnners the 


ground of your Clamour ? you would he let » 


alone, and have none to inform againſt you; 
and ſo we ſhould (by your good will) all of us 


go to Hell together ; you for 8 


And we for Conniving at your —' * 
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opening your Eyes before it be too late. 
The Second Branch of Improv- 


hort ation unto all. Men and Bre 

thren, I come this Day to ſpeak to you, as She- 
caniah ſpake to Ezra: Ariſe, &c. Be of good 
Courage, and do it. And I pray give me leave 
to uſe the liberty of Gods Ambaſſadour, in his 
behalf ro Addreſs my ſelf to you all in general, 
and to you whom Providence hath ſingled out 


Exod. 32. 26. Who is on the Lords fide? And 
that in 1 Chron. 29. 5. Who is willing to offer 
themſelves to the Lord, in this bleſſed Work of 
Reformation ? Surely there is none of this Con- 
gregation, but may do ſomething : you to 
>. whom the Lord hath given Eſtates, it belongs 
to you, to put to your helping hand, to con- 


chargeable and excellent Undertaking. O ſpare 
no Coſt, pinch not on the Lords ſide, where- 
fore hath he given you Eſtates, bur that you 
ſhould honour him with your Subſtance? and 


what an unſpeakable Mercy would it be, if 


you can ſtand out, and ſay, God hath given me 

an Eſtate, and bleſſed be his Name, he hath 

„. given me an Heart alſo: Wherefore, be of 
good Courage, ye Noble Reformers; we will 

be with you to aid and aſſiſt you. —- And fo 

for the poorer ſort, that with Peter muſt ſay, 
Silver and Gold have we. none; hux in what- 

RT, oe” wy”. ſoever 


The God of Heaven be mercifull to you, in 


ing this Truth, is by way of Ex- 2. Exher, 


to this Work in particular. — And here, 
methinks, Moſes his queſtion is ſeaſonable, 


tribute willingly, and liberally towards this 
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ſoever we are capable, we alſo will be with 
you; and ſo the Aged and the Weak, and all 
of you of what degree and rank ſoever you 
be, that love our Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, may 
lay in a Stock of Prayers: And who can tell 
what Prayer may do, to ſet forward: and pro- 
mote the Work of Reformation? While A-, 
ſes his hands were up, Iſrael prevailed. Where- © 
fore I now ſolicit the improvement of all your 
gifts, parts, talents, intereſts and Capacities for 
this work this day, never more need than now. 
And you ( Worthy Gentlemen) in particular, 
who have engaged in the Work; we do ac- 
knowledge, we have great Cauſe to bleſs God 
| or you; and I truſt your Hearts do believe, 
ow precious you aretoall that Love and fear 
God in the Land: Your exemplary Zeal and 
Courage hath provoked many in this, and the 
Neighbouring Kingdom; and I hope God is? 
breeding up among you, or from your Loyns, 
-. a Seed to ſerve him in their Generation, that 
ſhall not only ſhake bur vanquiſh the Devils 
Kingdom. Wherefore, let me exhort you, to 
advance yet more and more in yqur Zeal and 
Courage, for the carrying on this Work you 
have ſo happily begnn, and ſet in with. Go 
on (Brave Minds) and At as men bottomꝰd 
on the Rock of Ages: I confeſs there are 
Mountains of Oppoſition in your way z but,. 
God Almighty can make them to become 4 
Plain: Onwards therefore ye Noble Refor- 
mers, Informers, every one in his Station, 
and I ſhall give you what aſſiſtance I can, In 
? x | = "'D CE. _ reach» 


* 
* 
— a as. 2 [ —— —_ - 


reaching out to you, and leaving with you ſome 
few encouraging and quickning Motives to ex- 
cite you, and Rules to direct you in your work; 
and ſo commit the whole to the Bleſſing of 
1 Mot. Conſider for your-encouragement in 
this work of reformation, who it is that you 
have with you in it, and on your fide. Firſt 
you have God with you; and he is inviacible, 
Rom. 8, 31. What ſhall we ſay then to theſe things? 
God be for-us, who can be againſt us? and Joſh. 
1. 7. he will be with you in all the weary ſteps 
you have yet to take, to be your defence, to. 
give in ſupplies of ſtrength, as your day ſhall, 
be. 2 Chron. 15. 2. You have for your encou- 
ragement the Lords gracious engagement in 
his Word of Promiſe, backt with his arm of 
Power. What a munition of rocks and ſure: 
2 of defence was he to Moſes, Foſhna, Zerube 
abel, Exra, Nehemiah, and that cloud of wit- 
neſſes that have gone before you in this bleſſed 
work? Therefore let your courage grow. 
great, for you have a God of great Power with 
vou. See what courage and confidence this 
kindled in Good Hezeliab, 2 Chro. 3 2. Be ſtrong, 
and ceuragious; be not afraid nor diſmayed for 
all the multitude that is with the King of Aſſyria: 


yet there is more with us, than with him; with him 


is an arm of fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God 


do help a. What's an arm of fleſh to the Lord 
of Hoſts? but as chaff before the wirlwind. 


O for Wiſdom to improve this aright, and 
vou may make light of all the darings of the 
ER | HE hw, Devil, 
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Devil, and his inſtruments in the world. You 
but keep in with God, no matter who falls 
out with vou: if you appear and ſtand up for 


him againſt the ungodly, he will appear and 


ſtand up for you to pròtect you againſt all dan- 
gers whatever : uſe what ence you can to 
prevent danger , but comfortably remember, 
The Name of the Lord is a ſtrong Tower. There 


is a notable Story Luther tells, of a Biſhop of 
Mag denburgh: The Duke of Saxo 


Axony Prepares 
War againſt him : The good Biſhop falls to 
Reforming his Church and Praying ; One of 
the Dukes Spies obſerving the Biſhop to make 
no preparation for War, ask'd him if he did 


not hear what his Maſter was doing againſt 


him; he piouſly anſwered, Ego curabo Eccleſi- 
am, & Deus pro me pugnabit. I'll take care 
555 of my Church, and God will fight for me. 
When the Duke came to hear it, he disbands 
his Army, confeſſing he was too weak to war 
againſt him, that had engaged God on his 


ſide. 

Moreover, you have for your Encourage- 
ment the Miniſtry of the Good Angels on 
your ſide, to guard and defend you, Heb. 1, 
14. & Pſal. 34. 7: You read in 2 King. 6. 14. 
of Solomon's Life-guard every Day, three hun- 
dred Men with Shields, and two hundred with 


Targets; but one Angel is a ſtronger Guard 
than all of them: New you have an Hoſt of 


them to attend you continually ; therefore be 
of Good Courage, G. 5 
CODE Of | ment 
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ment with you, and on your ſide in this work : 
Our Ezra finding favour in the Eyes of the 
King, was greatly encouraged therehy, and 
ſolemnly Bleſſeth the Lord that put it into the 
Kings heart, Chap. 7. 27. Well, the Lord 
hath wonderfully raiſed up and ſet over us 
an excellent King, that hath ſhew'd himſelf 
zealous for Reforming work, ſeading forth his 
Royal Proclamation for the more effectual pro- 
moting of it: This (my Beloved) is like the 


great Wheel in the Watch, it carrietha mighty 


orce with it to go on with the Work; when 
you are aſſured of ſo great a Potentates hearty 
Concurrence with you in it. OE 
Beſides, you have all the Godly in City and 
Countrey on your fide : You have a lage room 
in the hearts of thouſands in the Kingdom, 
that are pouring out Prayers for your ſucceſs, 
and for Gods ſpecial preſence with, and bleſ- 
ſing on you, and your Families; and therefore 
be of Good Courage. THe 
2. Conſider how Honourable it is to be Em- 
ploy*din a Work, that tends ſo much to advance 
the Honour of God and the Nations Good: To 
be found conteſting againſt the Corruptions of 
the Age and place you live in, to ſwim againſt 
the Stream of Ungodlineſs : See the dignity 
of it, in that 1 Sam. 2. 30. They who honour 
me ( faith the Lord) I will honour. And in Prov. 
14. 34. Righteouſneſs exalts a Nation; but Sin 
is a reproach to any People. How did God ho- 
nour the Names of Moſes, Caleb, and Joſhua, 
Who kept a Countermotion to the „ 
| af 
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pf their Times! And that good Work wrought 


by that ſincere, affectionate Woman, in Matth, 
26. from the 8th, to the 14th. Verſes. Yerily, 


_ whereſoever this Goſpel ſhall be preached in the 


whole World, there ſhall alſo this, that this Woman 
hath done, be told for a Memorial of her : And 


this Honour ſhall all ( Godly Reformers) have 


that have faithfully eſpouſed Gods quarrel a- 
gainſt Sin and Satan, They ſhall be mine ( faith 
the Lord) in the day when I make up my Jewels 


He hath his Book of Remembrance, wherein is 


recorded all they have done out of Love to his 


Name, 44. 3. 16, 17. And they ſhall be had 


in everlaſting Remembrance. Reb. 2. 2. TI know 


thy Works, thy Labours and thy patience, hom thou 


couldſt not bear them that are evil, and 13 Verſe, 
1 know how thou haſt held faſt my Name, and haſt 
nut denied it. O the Honourable mention the 
Lord makes of ſuch; for he is not unrighteous 
to forget their Labour of Love,wherefore your Work _ 
ſhall be rewarded, 2 Chron. 15.17. Be of good 


Courage. 1 | 
3. Conſider how uſeful and beneficial it is to 


be employed in this Work. Reformers are 
publick Bleſſings toa Land : If you look into 
Num. 25. 11. You may ſee what the Lord ſaid 
of Phinehas, he hath pacified my wrath ( while he 
was Zealons for my name ſake among them) that I 
Conſumed not the Children of Iſrael in my jealouſie. 


There were many Hundred Thouſands of Peo- 


ple, ſeem d to becondema'd to ruin and de- 
ſtruction; and Twenty Four Thouſad of them 


were executed in one day, and the reſt going 
| | C 
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after them: Well, pray Obſerve, how one 
Phinehas by that excellent piece of Service he 
did for God, ſaved all the reſt. So you read 
how one Moſes kept off wrath from many, P/at.. 
106. 23. S0 Fob. 22. 30. The Innocent ſaves an 
| Iſland: And Jer. 5. 1. Go through the City, and 
fe you can find a man, if there be any that Exe- 
citeth Judgment; and I will Pardon it. So in 
Ezek, 22. 30. And I ſought for a Man among 
them, that ſhould make up the Breath, and ſtand 
in the gap before the Land, that I ſhould not De- 
ſtroy it. Sometimes when heavy! Judgments 
have been inflicted on a Land, one zealous Re- 
former of Good Courage in Executing Juſtice, 
hath removed them . So that the Publick ſafety 
is imbarqued in this Work of Reformation. I 
mention this to encourage you (Good hearts) 
to go on, and be ſtrong; that thoſe delin- 
- > quents,on whom God would have juſtice done, 
may be proceeded againſt ; for all that is dear 
to us, Is wrapt up in Gods favour and: preſence; 
and nothing can be a ſurer pledg of it, than 
RNeformnig Work. O what a Ioken of Mer- 
cy would this be to the preſent and ſucceeding 
Generation? I/a. 65. 8. As new Wine is found 
in the Cluſter, and one ſaith deſtroy it not, for a 
| Bleſſing is in it So will] do for my Servants ſake, 
' that [may not deStroy them all. And for poſteri- 
ty, you (Noble and Bleſſed Inſtruments in 
this Work) will Tranſmic a Bleſſing, far ſur- 
mounting Riches, Houſes, Lands, &c. You 
leave chem a God in Covenant 2; be their God, 
and a name btter than that of Sons anP Daugh- 
- ters - 
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ters: and how happy they will be in Having 
the Lord for their God, you may fee, in Pſal. 
1144+ 15- They will riſe up and call yon Bleſſed, 


and this City ſhall be called 4 Mountain of 
: Holineſs, and an Havitation of Juſtice: O what 
a propitious Province : hath. the Mercy of 
| God, and the good Affection of our Wile and 
excellent King ſet you in ! now to. ſhew 


your Love and zeal to your Countrey, and 


poſterity after you? England will be Eng- 


lend, and Souls will be precious, when our 
Heads are laid in the Duſt. O think with 


your ſelves, that you heard King, and King- 
dom, Children and Poſterity, ſaying to you, 
as Shechaniah to Exra, Be of Good Courage, and do 
it. And as it will be thus Benefical to the pub- 
lick; a Ireater Security t6 the Land, than if 
Englands Walls were Braſs, and her inhabi- 
tants Anakims: So will it redound to your own 
unſpeakable benefit and Comfort, when you 
come to lie on a Bed of Death; as you may ſee = 
in 7a. 38. 3. Renember Lord hom I haue watk* 
ed before thee with an upright Heart; and Acts 13. 
36. For David ter he had Served his own Genera- 


tion, by the il! of God, he fell aſleep. | 
4. Oonſider for your further Encouragement 
and eagyzemeat, what hath been dane already; 


and what is yet remaining to be done. My 
\ Beloved, it were a rich and. encouraging 
. mercy if this bleſled Work of Reformation 
were but now in Embryo; but ( blefled be our 
_ Gracious God) it is Shap'd and Born, and 


hath got Cloaths upon it. To ſee but one 
TIS 8 : Stone 


c NS treo find SS *': wa... we wx". 32 nh. EO Ld — wa dns dt toe da... 


Stone laid in this building, were enough to 


Exhilerate and invigorate a Pious Soul; but 


what Courage then ſhould it put into us, toſee 
it carried on, and profper under the Divine 
Bleſſing, from Year to Year. This was the A- 
poſtles Argument 2 Cor. 4. 1. Having received 
Mercy we faint not: And this is mine to 
you this day; You know in your own 


Souls, God hath not turn'd away his Mercy = 
from you, he hath Covered you under the 
Wing of his Watchful Providence, that 


not a Limb of you has been Broken; you 
may ſet up your Ebenezer, Your Stone of Help, 
1 Sam. J. I z. and ſay, Hitherto the Lord hath Helped 
us. You may ſay, as in Geneſ. 49. 23, 14. The 
Archers have Hated and Shot at us; but our Bow 


abides in Strength, through the Mighty Hands of 


the God of Jacob. In the Midſt of all your 
Dangers, how Wonderfully have you been 
Preſer ved in Life and Love, in Safety and 
Unity Together to this Day? The Good 


which hath been done by you hath not been 


Small; The Care of Heaven over you 
| hath been Exceeding Great. You have 


Sprung a Mine under Satans Kingdom; 


how many Dens of Thieves, Cages of un- 
clean Birds, Neſts of Serpents, have you 
Diſcovered and Routed? They have Hiſſed 
but not hurt you. How many Thouſands 
have you brought to Juſtice, by a Vigorous 


Execution of our Good Laws ? Though 


you cannot Change their Natures, and bring 
them to Faith, yet Bleſſed be God you have 
1 OY TT. 
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reſtrained many of their vile practices, and 


brought them to fear. Though they are 
not ſo good as you would have them be; 
yet it's a Mercy that they cannot he fo Wick- 


ed as they would be. You have given a great 
Check, and ſtop to the Diffuſion and diſ- 


ſemination of thoſe open Blaſphemies and 
Immoralities that once moſt impudently 
Rode in State in the Streets of this our Me- 
tropolis: So that now if ( as I may allude 
to Jai. 14. 32.) any ſtranger ſhould come in- 
to England, and enquire, what News? You 


(Noble Reformers ) have furniſhed us with 


an Anſwer, Viz. God is with us, for the Wick- 
ed are pluckt away : Time once was that one 
could not paſs the ſtreets, without hearing 
the Name of God profaned; and ſeeing the 
day of God polluted ; but now the Lord hath 
ſet up a Standard, r. Societies for Reforma- 
tion, to ſtop the Mouth of iniquity; and many 
of thoſe that formerly declared their Sin 
as Sodom, now are ſeeking Corners, and 


Coverts to hide it. Wherefore lay up Ex- 
O be of 


perience, and Learn Confidence. O be o 
Good Courage, and Truſt a Tryed God, 
and live thoſe Two Great Scriptures Fſal. 63. 
7.  and:2 Cr, . 9 10. 9 
Moreover, Conſider what is yet to be done; 
your Work, and your Warfare is not yet ac- 


compliſhed, your difficulties and dangers are 
not yet over; there is a deal of Rubbiſh yet 


to. be removed. . Methinks, the work of Re- 


formation, is like Elijab's Cloud, firſt as a 


' © "Man's 
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Man's hand, or like EzekiePs Waters, firſt to 
the Ankles; and my hearty wiſh is, it may 
prove like to theſe in the Iſſue, to cover the 
whole face of the Heavens, and to riſe till it 
become à great River. But this is not the 
Work of one day, it's well if it be perfected 
in one Age. Therefore let me beſpeak you, 
to double your Courage and Reſolution in this 
Work, as the Angel of the Lord did the Pro- 
phet El ijab: To double his Meal, 1 Xing. 1g. 
6,7. And the Angel of the Lord, came again the 
ſecond time, and ſaid, Ariſe, and eat, becanſe the 
journey i too great for thee to go upon once cats 
ing. y Beloved, you had neeed to rein- 
force your Strength and Courage ; for you have 
yet before you, the heat and burthen of the day. 
[ mention this, that (as Oyl to the Flame) it 
may ſtirr my your Zeal for God, and make 
jou to wax ſtronger. There is aothing ſets 
true Courage in ns Luſtre and Glory, like 
Sharp 1 8 : Joſhua had never appear d fuch 
a ſtout C 
with ſtout, Oppoſers ; nor David, if he h 
not had a Goliab in his way. Jam. 1. 12. Blef- 
ſed is the man, who when he it tryed, endureth 
rempration, he ſhall receive a Crown of nen. 
neſs: Wh e gird on your Armour, 
your” Battel 15, not over; its alt, rarer of 
Fraiſe that ſo much is done already; hut is 
there not yet a generation of Vi . 
cb 


# 


in your City ? O Eoniddy, London, are 
no Syearers yet in thy Streets ? Are there ng 
Drunkards yet in mn and "The 
CT "i 


ampion for Goc; if he had not mer 
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ſes? Are there no Whoredoms yet in thy 
Chambers? Happy were it for thee, if there 
were not: Thou haſt Scavingers to cleanſe 
thy Streets, but is there not more filth within 


than is, caſt ont? But 1 muſt contrack in what 


remains. 


* oy * 


ardly fearful Spirit in the Work of Reforma- 
tion. The Wiſe man telleth you, Prov. 29. 25. 
That the fear of man bringeth a ſnare, i. e. a 
Slaviſh Fear; for there is a Fear of Man that 
is a Duty, v:z. a Fear of provoking our Su- 


periours, and a fear of wronging our Neigh- 


bours, and a fear of giving any Offerſ&e ; but 
a.Slaviſh fear is a ſinful Fear: When a man 
will. decline the Way and Work of God, for 
fear of diſpleaſing a ſinful Man, and loſing his 
Favour. . Oh the Snares and Miſchiefs this 
brings a Man into! it darkens his Mind, Pſak, 
53- 5. Men in a fright they know not what 
they do, they have no uſe of their directive 
faculty. Again, it deadens the Conſcience, it 
bribes or breaks it. O how do ſome mall their 


Conſciences by ſinful complyances through ſla- 
viſh fear! Again, it drives the Will into fin, 


makes men do what . they never intended, 
_Matth. 26. 35. Though I ſhould die with thee, yet 
will 1 nat dem thee; and yet he did deny Chriſt 


through ſlaviſh Fear, ver. 70. Again, it rey 


the Man at laſt inro deſpair, as. Spire. Indee 

it would be endleſs to recite all the miſchiev- 
ous effects of a ſlaviſh- Eear: To tell you how 
i: diſtruſts God, neglects Duty, e 
! 5 : 2 eart, 


<< © 


5 Conſider the miſchievous Evils of a co 
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Heart, toſſeth the Mind, as a Ship that hath 
no Anchor, how it keeps the Soul in bondage, 
robs God of the Glory of his Power, Good- 
neſs, Faithfulneſs, makes a man hide his Pro- 
feſſion, furl his Sails, ſneak away from the 
Work of his Day and Place, and finally how 
it wrongs the Publick, and expoſeth the Per- 
ſon to Hell, Rev. 21. 8. Only give me leave to 
tell you, that if there ſhould be any found 
among yon, that through Cowardiſe or Cor- 
ruption ( eſpecially ſuch as are in Office, and 
have Power in their hands) ſhould ſhrink and 
be partial in the Execution of Juſtice; your 
Omiſſion 1s culpable, and you contract the guilt 
of thoſe you ſhould, but do not reſtrain, and 
lay your ſelves and your Families open to Gods 
moſt heavy judgments: See for this that em- 
Phatical Scripture, 1 Sam. 3-13. Pl jndge his 
„Hauſe for ever, for the imquity he Knows : be- 
cauſe his Sons made themſelves vile, and he re- 
ſtrained them not. O the ſad Effects then of a 
faint, of a falſe Spirit in the neglect of Reform- 
ing Work: Sin will grow bold, God angry, 
and we guilty. In the laſt Place, EPS 
6. Conſider, to quicken you to Zeal and 
Courage in the Work before you this Day, 
how daringly bold the Wicked are in the 
Work of the Devil, and in working out their 
own Damnation. The Scripture ſpeaks of their 
working Wickedneſs with both hands earneſtly ; and 
ia al. 41. 6, 7. it's faid, they helped every one 
his Neighbour, every one ſasd to his Brother, Be 
of Good Courage, What (my "Beloved ) ſhall 
Kt E 3 theſe 
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theſe ſay ſo? to provoke one another in the 
purſuit of their Luſts, to be Red-hot, Hell- G 


hot, in the way to Damnation, in which way de 
they have the Great God, Angels, and Good men pl 
againſt them; and ſhall not we much more fo 
provoke one another, in the purſuit of the work Ov 


of Reformation? wherein we have both theKing 
of Heaven, and the Hoſt of Angels, and the King fo 


of England and all the Godly with us, for us : P. 
what ſhall Sinners be bold, and any of us be Ze 


55 cold? (God forbid!) ſhall they run hazards, I an 
= ſpare no Coſt, be prodigal of their Lives, ven- W. 
1 ture all, to gratifie their Luſts, to diſhonour 8⁰ 
4 God, and damn their Souls, and ruine all they P. 
: can? and fhall not we ſhew as much- Zeal and G 
Spirit to ſave and preſerve all we can? But I rie 

ſhall add no more by way of Motive. Give 8 

me leave to lay down a few Rules to direct you ſh 


to be couragious in Reforming Work, and ſo al 
commit the whole to the Bleſſing of God. "I? a 
1. Above all ſee that you be good your bt 
ſelves. Ezra our Reformer here in the Text 6 
was ſo: he was really a Godly man. Are you E 
ſo? I am now pleading Gods Cauſe (though li 
a poor unworthy man, ) I ſtand between God V 
and you, and therefore ask it again, Are you ye 
holy? Is. there à thorough work of Grace he 
wrought in your Hearts? Oyl in your Veſſels? ib 
Are you Veſſels cleans'd, purged, and fo fitted ye 
for the Lords uſe, ſuch in which an holy God! || »& 
can take pleaſure ? God forbid, any of you, R 
who ſhew your ſelves forward in Reforming 
ethers; ſhould be found unrenewed your 1 | : 
$4; £2 ".. Wed 1 
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God knows my heart, I cannot but earneſtly 
deſire that you ſhould be ſaved, who are em- 
ployed in the work of ſaving others. Where- 
fore, above all let your care run out about your 
own: Souls; as Knowing, without Holineſs, no 
man ſhall ſee the Lora, Heb. 12; 14. O there · 
fore be not content with Shews of Religion, 
Paul while he was a. Phariſee, was exceed ing 
zealous in his Way, and blameleſs in his Walk, 
and yet Chriſtleſs. It would be too tedious a 
work here to ſhew you, how far a Man may 
go, and what adventures he may make, in 
publick Work, upon other Motives, than from 
Grace. Alas, untill a man hath inward Expe- 
rience of the Power of Godlineſs in his on 
Soul; how can it ever be expected that he 
ſhould be hearty, and throughout for God, in 
an hour of Temptation? O then ſee that you 
come not only under the Name of Refor mers; 
but under the Power, and Spirit, and Life of 
Godline/s. When the Kingdom of Chriſt is 
ſet up in a Mans own Heart, then is he a qua- 
lifed Inſtrument to ſet it up in the World. 
Yaur Work is Good, O he yon good alſo: Elſe 
you will be hut like No4b's Shipwrights, that 
helped t build an Ark to fave: others, while 
themſelves periſned. Remember hat I told 
vou in the opening che Dodrige, ' viz.” Thar 
aRegeneraton'is:: the Root of true, Gurt and 
Reſblution in the Work of Refortnatibon. He 
iat ſtandls up for God; aild is not & Godly 
man, ne may hppear a whlle, bet When a f [ 
Fryaleomes, he will fall dff; Nin 13. 20,27. 
Sb WY what 
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what was never rooted in the Heart, il 


ſooner or later fail, and come to nothing. 
Oh that it may then be ſaid of You, what was 
ſaid of David, A man after Gods own Heart; and 
Joſbua, I, and my houſe, will ſerve the Lord : 
This will raiſe your Spirits above the Frowns 
and Flatteries of a lying World; when you“ 
have a well- grounded Evidence of your ſaving 
Tarerelt in Chriſt, and that God i is your God and 
reconciled Father in him, it will make you 


daring men, to do great things for your God. 
Would you be Couragious? | /' 
2. Beware of a Narrow ſelfiſh spitit: learn 


to ſet light by Self: let there be no Sons of 
Zobedee among you, ſeeking great things for 


themſelves. Away with all Private deſigns in 
Publick work. He that travels with Self, will 


bring forth Shame in the Iſſue: but when Gods J 
Hononr and the Publick Good is that you car- 


ry in your Breaſt, then God and you meet, 


and carry on the ſame Deſign; and you have 
God to back, and aid you, when you find the 
Work; too hard. O let there be no merce- 
nary Motions. Meum, & Tuum, are the worſt 
Byaſs that can be in Reforming Work: when 
Reformation 1 is bat as Twelve, and Self as Thir- 
teen, it f poyls alk: There is no truſting A 
ſelfiſn Sp privy thus is not thoroughly: devoted 
to God; 

tion, and eben difculdtes ariſe it will ſoften, 
and effeminate the Man, that he will certain- 


Jy deceiye you. Bas, when he! preſſed the 
King of Nevarre, 00 — — 


bf 


ill be won by: a: ſoft: T ad 
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cauſe of Cod ia the Refrmation ; the King an- 


ſwered, that indeed he was a Eriend to the 
| Reformed Religion, but was teſolvdto launch 
out no further to Sea in it, than he might (if 
a Storm aroſe ) get ſafe a-ſhore : But other- 
wiſe minded, was brave Luther, when offer- 
red a Cardinals place, if he would ſit ſtill, and 
be quiet ; replied No, not if he might be Pope. 
Again would you be of Good Coutage in Re- 
forming Work; then give up your ſelves to 

3. Study God more,and the Creature leſs, 
in order to a fixed truſt in God, and indepen- 
dency on the Creature; and to Courage. will 
come in . See 2 26: 3 4 Chap. 
40. 17, 28; and Chap, 41.,10, 13, 705 Von 
can never truſt the Creature t60 'lictle, or God 
too much. Who was more Copragions thay 
David? Well, whence was it ? ſee hal. 18. 

- 2, 20» 32 Ver. The more ſenſible we are ob 
our own and the Creatures inſufficiency; che 
more; ſhalt we go out of our ſelves, and have 

o confidence in the Fleſh; bur as the Apo- 

10 lh, 2, Cor. 1. 9. Tan in him who raiſerh 
from the de ad, Jer. 17. 5 65 77 ' Whoever under- 
taketh d publick, Work in his own ſtrength, wil 
Joon fad bis. Conrage cool, Bot Whoſe truſteth in 
the 27 U all be Ml melint wy 175 cannot of re- 
maved, ence it is your al, 16. I have 
0 fet the Lord always before m: 17 ky is at my 
right Hand 1 hal not he moved, ThEAD ept.. him 
8 rait a crooked Age. nd this tes 019, my 
record 1s 5.97 gs 0 (faith 55 "Under ; A 705 49 of re- 
proach : ſo it WIE you, f6 as yon falk not 


E 4 remit 


thy Heart. 0 blot 


you from 
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remit a dram of Nea dd for all the Cenſures 
yon lie open to. Keep but God in your Eye 
and this will be armour of proof to baffle an 
conquer an Army of Temptations : For what 
cant the God of Heaven effect for his Friends 


oo 


on Earth? His Arm is not ſhortned, he can 


appoint Salvation for Walls, He can put Life into 
dead means. The Sword of the Lord and Gideon 
can do wonders. Luther an obſcure Friar made 
che whole Kingdom of Antichriſt ſhake. God 
can make the Earth to help the Woman, caſt 
down the Walls of Jericho by the ſound of 
Rams Horns, out of weakneſs make ſtrong ; 
nothing is too hard for a God to do: And did 
he ever yet fail his Servants ? O let his All- 
ſufficiency be your Foundation to build on; it's 
en Rock, all Waves will but daſh 
emſel ves into foam and froth. Out of God 
re is nothing but the Creature, and that is 


VUle. .:. + -, W 5 

4 Be Sincexe and impartial in all you do. 

Remember all your Hearts are naked and open 

to Gods all- ſeeing Eye. While you have your 

Eyes abrqad.obſerving others, O forge not 
Ir 


I 


that, as Solomon 1180 Above all Keeping. keep 
<7 lawardly, is thore Nan 
Noe: Out ward acts of Sin 


# 
* 
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? ſpirics a Man more than Fidelity to God an 


(aid to his Jadges, in 2 Chron. 19. 6. "Take: 
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Eye much at home, on your own Hearts; an 
a ſence of your Sincerity will be a mighty he 
to Courage. He that walketh uprightly, Fal et 
ſurely,” and therefore may go on Courapioblly, 
He is moſt ſafe that is moſf fincere. The ho 
.geſt Man is on the ſureſt Groùnd and Side, and 
therefore may wax bold as a Lion. Nothin 


nſcience. O what Life and Courage is there 
(methinks) in thoſe Words ? Behold 2 0 
lite indeed, in whom there ts no guile, 2 Tim. * 
7. The ſpirit of fear and Comar diſe, is oppoſe 

to the 'Spirit of a ſund Mind, i. e. a ſpirit 
purg d from gullt. O what dejecting fert dl 
the guilt of Sin caſt Jeſeph's Brethren in? Gen, 


42. 21, 22. Who wou'd.. take a Mas Jl 


dead with fear into the Field to Fight ? 


Lord help you to mind what that good May 


heed what you do, for you judge not for Man but for. 


the Lord, who is with you in the Judgment. Wheres. 


fore now let the fear of the Lord be upon you, tate 
heed and do it: For there is no lniquity with the; 
Lord your God, nor reſpett of Perſons, nor taking, 
Bribes, I gladly hope there is none of you, 
guilty on this account; bur if there ſhould, O 
go to Chriſt and labour by faith in his Blood ta 


get off the ſtain of guilt, and to fetch in wer. 


7 
4 


. 
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F. Labour co get your Heart Inflamed with 
Love to Chriſt, and to due another, 2 C. 3. 


14. The love of Chriſt confft ainerh, and Cant. 8. 


6. Lo 


e 


| þ 


ͤ—  _ 
6. Love © 4. ſtrong as Death. The whole 
World vaild over with the moſt glittering 
[emptations, to draw off Love from its 
Object, would be deſpiſed ; no diſſuaſives of 
Friends, no Policies of Enemies can ſtop- or 
turn it aſide. Love caſts out fear, no waters 
can quench it. Vou ſee in the weak Creature 
the force of natural affection; a Hen will fly 
in the faee of a Dog in defence of her Brood. 
What a courage then will the Love of Chriſt 
enkindle in you? le is like fire in a man's Bo- 
ſom, it will appear, it brings a Man under its 
Dominion, it will make hard things eaſie. And 
nothing like Love, lay what Bonds you will 
upon a man, he will break them all, Vows, 
Erppatles, Reſolutions, Covenants, ypon the 
Return of Temptation ſuited to mans Predomi- 
nant. Corruption: But now when once the 
Heart is bound by the Cords of Love to Chriſt, 
it isinvincible. Though life be ſo dear to a man, 
that he would give Skin for Skin, to ſave it; 
yet Chriſt is more precious, and dear than 
Life it ſelf, to a Soul inflam'd with Love to 
him. And no Wonder, when you conſider at 
what a rate he hath ſhewn his Love to us, when 
in gur Blood and Eumity, he died for us, to 


" 


ranſom Rebels, or elfe we had all Eternally 
periſhed : So chat in poiat of Ingenuity, and 
Gratittde, the True Believer will lay, O my 
dear Saviour, that cameſt from Heaven ta Earth 
out of Love to poor Sinners, and didſt un- 
dergo che Accirſed death of the Croſs to Re- 
deem me; thou art Worthy of all my Lot, 

n 0 ike, 
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Life, Labours. Get then this Love of Chriſt 

once fixed in your. Hearts, and it will be im- 

poſſiblè to reſiſt the force of it, it will fix you 

for God, in the Work before you, againſt, all 

oppoſition. But then there is another branch in 

khis Direction, vi. To get your Hearts knit to 

one another by Love. I ſuppoſe you know the 
| ſtory of Syclurus the Seythiar _ King, .,of his | 

Feiglity Arrows bound up together, and given 

\ to'his'Eighty Sons: Repreſenting thereby the 
ſtrength of Unity ; that while they, Lived in 
' Oneneſs of Aſſection together, no power wonld 
(hh Rea break; chal. eee 
How foor might a ſingle Arrow be We bo 


* 


 would' F recommend it. t yon. Would you 
'be of Good Courage?. ſee, that Jon aiatajn 
Love and Unity yet, More, aud more. 
Fe 40033 53.4 CITY: 9 L Fe. MO Ihe. 


TDD Oo Te PE Gig one 00 on 
* | * * fc was the dying Charge of our dearelt Lord, 
Jo Love one another. AR it was the Honour- 
able Badge of the Primaicye Chriſtians, viz. See 
hom the) Love one another. And it is the Gr cat 
Cheraderiſtick of 2'Sincere Chriſtian, 1 Joh 


"3" T4. "And we kiow_that we ave palled- from | 


« 


"Death to Life, becaſſe we Love the Brethren. And 
it is the luſtte and Glory of our Profeſſion, Pſal. 
A 133: 1. And it's the Nurſe and Nouriſher of 
Magnanimity and Gourage,it wil make you un- 
/ | \ davnted inyoor Werk, and ſtrong to, endore 
aſſaults; like a Ship coy1paQtedof many boards, 

che ein endore ſtreſs of Weather, beating of 
Waves, violent Storms z1- which! it divided, 
would ſoon become a Wreck. O what a Ra- 
Wer” viſhing 
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viſhing Argument is that! In Phil. t. 1, 2. tf 
there be any Conſolation in Chri iſt & c. Let 
nothing be done through Strife, bur in Love and 


 Lowlineſi of mind, eſteeming orbers better than them- 


* felves. How Fooliſhis it for Brethren to fall 
out by the Way ? If Paſſengers i in a Boat; quar- 
rel, chey endanger the ſinking one auother. 
: Jeffed be God for that healing, cloſing Spi- 
He chat hath appeared among you ( though of 
different Opinions in leſſer things i in Religion) 
in this Retorming Work. The Good Lord 
tura theHearts of the Fathers to the Children, 
= Childrea to their Fathers. throughout the 
- Kingdotn 4 and baniſh all bitterneſs and Old 
Prejadices from Among us, and reviye that an- 
Jen Spirit of Brothe 
he multitude bf Believers Jer of one Heart, an 
one Soul; and great was the power and Lolrit, 
fac Accompanied tha that irit of Lore. And 
in that 1 C7. 1. 2. The Apoſtle writing to the 


Chürek, wiſheth ies to pi that are called to be 


Saint; log op” 5. ther! inevery place. call 
Aon ther N. Vame of tos Op it our. Ahe Tae 11 
Aud ours. Audi 7 A 3. l. Kith, 
the T. pl "Angels," Fe and had not my 
am nothing. 11800 there are two Seeds ill 


never accord, that of the e. * of 


the Ser 115 7 rec and Eg cher 
109 re 
e h to make 


f the Houſe; as if 
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rly Love, Act 4+ 32, 33- 
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were a Foundation Stone; O what folly is it! 


as ” 


| Haf#t thou Faith? Have it to thy ſelf.” What 
though there be among Good men, variety of 


Opinions, or different Apprehenſions? Why 
may there not be Oneneſs of Heart and aſſecti- 
on? Since they have all One God and Father, 
One Lord and Saviour, One Faith, One Bap- 
tiſm. Wherefore Let us Conſider one another, to 
provoke unto Love and Good Works, Heb. 10. 
24. As you bear the Name Chriſtian, Love 


all ( eo nomine) that bear Chriſts Image. Cer- 


tainly our Safety lieth in Love and Unity. Let 
us give the Right hand of Fellowſhip to thoſe, 
with whom we hope to enjoy fellowfflip at 
Chriſts right hand hereafter. In a word, this 
Spirit of mutual Love among you, will ani- 
mute you with a Spirit of Power and” Courage, as 


the Apoſtle unites them together in that 2 Tim. 


I. 7. Again in the laſt place, Would you be 
of Good Courage f then 293 59 
6. While your hand is on Gods Plovgh in 
Reforming Work; let your Eyes and Hearts be 
up to the God of Heaven, in Fervent Prayer and 
Supplication for his Bleſſing upon it. The ferveni 
Effectual Prayer of a Rightcons man avgileth much, 
Jam. 5. 16. The Prayer of Faith hath- done 
Wonders, wrought through Mountains of Diffi- 
culties. Jacob pray d, and obtain d a bleſſing; 
Amos pray'd, and removed a Curſe; Jonab 
pray'd' when a double Death threatned him, 
and that prayer open'd the door of the Levias 
than. Whenever you meet with difficulties in 
your Work, do as Good Jehoſophat did, Lord 


We 


we know not what to do, but aur eyes are up unto 
thee. And Remember for your encouragement, 
that God never ceaſed granting till Abraham 
ceaſed asking. O all you that make mention 
of the Lord, you that have any Credit in the 


Court of Heaven, every Soul of you, pray, 


pray; O. give the Lord no reſt, but ſay, For 
Zion s ſale 1 will not hold my, peace; If I forget 
thee, O Feruſalem, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, &c. Pſal. 137. 5, 6. Break 
in upon Gods retirements, thruſt your Peti- 
tions into his Boſom, through the Hand of our 
Great and Glorified Advocate; urge the Lord 
with his Promiſes; yon may plead chem, your 
God allows it; God hath ſaved in Six, yea Se- 
ven troubles, and ſhall we not pray? O truſt 
the Lord with the performance of his Word, 
he will be ſeen in the Maunt; only abide with 
wreſtling Jacob, and let him not go, till you 
get the Bleſſing: Perſeverance crowns all. Re- 
member that Parable of our bleſſed Saviour, to 
teach mea always to pray, and not faint, Luke 
18. 1. A ſtrong continued gale of Prayers, will 
make Satan come down like Lightning : And 
altho? we are an unworthy Nation, and our 
Sins cry. aloud for Judgments ;;yer caſt not 
away your Hopes, Free Grace can find Argn- 
ments to help at the loweſt Ebb, when, deſer- 


ved Wrath might make us flame; and we 


£ 


may grow confideat of that Help, if we but 
grow: fervent in Prayer. 


To conclude, 1 beſeech you, let theſe. Six 
| Rules 


\ 


8 
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Rules be continually with you, let them .awake- 


with you in the Morning, and walk, and talk 


. with'you in the 4, and lie down with you in 


I. See that you be Good your ſelves, in a 


State of Peace with God, New Creatures in 
Chriſt: elſe how ſad will ic be with your Souls 
in the day of God? Your ſelves will be Caſt- 
aways, all Spiritual Arguments to a carnal 
man, will be but as warm Cloaths to a dead 


2 


2. Guard againſt 4 narrom ſelfiſn Spirit: elſe 


it will prove fatal, you will not only loſe your 
Courage, but your Crown. Let all then turn 
on the Axle- Tree, that hath theſe two Poles, 
Gods Glory, and the Publick Good. 1 Cor. 


3. Study God more, and the Creature leſs : 
elſe you will be in danger of unworthy thoughts 
of the bleſſed God, as if he would prove falſe 
to you in an hour of Difficulty. 


4. Study Sincerity, God will be true to you, 


be you true to him. 2 (ron. 15.2. He that is 


for God in Sinœrity, ſhall have God with him, 
for him, in abundant Mercy. 


. Let the Love of Chriſt, and Chriſtians as 


Chriſtians, reign in your Hearts, and Zeal and 
Courage will flame out in your Lives, for the ad- 
3 vancement 


* 


64 A Sermon for, Cc. 


vancement of his Intereſt, whoſe Love brought 
him from Heaven to Earth, and made him 


break through Death and Hell to Redeem 
you: And as Chriſtians move all in One Body, 
as animated by One Spirit of Love, and you 
will be invincible, 1nvulnerable. | 


6.' Pray withont fainting , without ceaſing, 


What remalus but my hearty Wiſh for you? 


more to be with you, to give you the Spi- 


ric of Wiſdom to diſcern, and of Courage 


to diſcharge his Will, in this Great and Good 
Work of Reformation you have Engaged in ; 
and afterwards give you a Crown of Glory. 
Amen. 


